


EMPIRE ofINDOSTAN. 


ll^TERESTING 

HISTORICAL EVENTS, 

Relative to the 

PROVINCES or BENGAL, 


PART IL 



'Hfc ASIATIC SDCfET> 

-ALCUHA . 700010 
Acc 


LONJiUN; 1765 . 

Mirrographic odtUon 
CALCU'ITA. 19«7 


Copyritjlit iO 



nilcroficlie edition also available 


» 



1 -•* 






C? 


Price Rs. 400.00 


$ 40 



Printed by Bibhash Gupta 
from mlcronim m Slkf Jteader- printer. 


EMPIRE OF INDOSTAH 


IN TERESTING 

HISTORICAL EVENTS. 

Relative to the 

PROVINCES or BENGAL, 

PART II. 


The MvTH«oi.oc y and Cosmogony, Fasts 
and FrsTiVALs of the Gentoo’s, 
followers of the Shasta h. 
ADissertatiom on the Metempsychosis, 
commonly, though erroneouny, called the 
PvTIIACOREAN DoftflOe. 


By j. Z. HOLWELL. 


PUBUSHED BY 

Bibhash Gupta 

Microform Publication Division 
P.70 err VI-M. CALCUTTA- 700 054. INDIA 








TO THE MOST NOBLIE 

HUGH, 

DUKE AND EARL OP 

NORTHUMBERLANDj 
EARL PERCY; 

BARON WARKWORTH OF 
WARKWORTH CASTLEi 

LORD LIEUTENANT AND GUSTOS RO- 
TULORUM OP THE COUNTIES OF MIDDLE- 
SEX AND NORTHUMBERLAND. OF THE 
CITY.AND LIBERTY OF WESTMINSTER, 
AND OF THE TOWN AND COUNTY OF 
THE TOWN OF NEWCASTLE UPON TYNE; 
VICE ADMlKAl^OFALLAMERiCA, AND 
OF THE COUHTY OF NORTHUMBER- 
LAND; ONE OF THE LORDS OF HIS MA- 
jE STY’S MOST HONCRABLi: 12.1 VVCCVN- 
CIL; KNIGHT OF THE MOST NOBLE O R- 
DER OP THE GARTER; AND FELLOW OF 
THE ROYAL SOCIETY. 

MY LORD, 

I T is with equal deference and 
pleafure that I fubrait the fc^low- 
ing performance to your Grace's pe- 

nifal ; 
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rufiil *, being perfuaded you will not 
think it altogether unworthy of your, 
notice from the important, but un- 
common lubjccl it treats upon.. Nei- 
ther do I apprciicnd you will think 
my inducement to tliis work an un- 
becoming one, ‘when I tell your 
Grace my intention was to refeue the 
originally untainted manners, and re- 
ligious worfhip of a very ancient 
people from grofs mifrcprelentation. 

I thought it raoft ufijuft that the 
wifdom and tenets of Bramah and 
the ancient Bramins fhoiUd be longer 
dilgraced by the ft range innovations 
and practices of their modern bre- 
thren ; for from thefe unworthy 
fueccffbrs alone have been diflemi- 
nated the general accounts which we 
arc hitherto made acquainted with of 
the theology of thefq people. 
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Hence it is that although the wif- 
dom of the Eaflcrn fages has been 
proverbially famous, yet we find them 
reprefented to us, in mofl: relations, 
as a race, from the beginning, ecjually 
credulous and ignorant. From fuch 
imputations 1 have endeavoured to 
vindicate them ; net by labored apo- 
logies, but by a fimple dilplay of 
their primitive theology, which I 
would willingly hope cannot but be 
acceptable to the public, jn fo in- 
quifitjve an^ learned an age as this. 

Whatever final 1 degree of appro- 
bation my impelled: labors may ob- 
tain from the world, I reft aftured it 
will applaud my choice of a patron 
on whofc judgement and candor I 
can fecurcly rely ; as being a perfon- 
age whofc c^alt?:d titles are rendered 

more 
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more relplendent by the amiable vir- 
tues and qualities that adorn them — 
Virtues! which have endeared him 
alike to prince and people. 

I have the honor to fubfcribe 
myfelf. 

My Lord Duke* 

Your Grace’s moft obedient 

and moft humble fervant, 


Beenham Houfe, Berks^ 
Nov. ift> 1766. 
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CHAP. IV. 

*Ihe Religious tenets of the Gentoos, followers 
of the Sbajlab of Bramah. 


INTRODUCTION, 

W E have already premifed, that in the 
profecution of this our fourth gene> 
ral head, we fiiould touch only on the ori- 
ginal principal tenets of thefe antient people 
the Gentoos ^ for were we to penetrate into, 
and difcufs the whole of their modern cere- 
monials, and complicated modes of worfhip ; 
our labor would be without end : thefe are 
as diifufe, as the ancient fundamental tenets 
of Bramah are ihort, pure, fimple and uni- 
form; in this predicament the Gentoos are 
not fingular, as the original text of every 
theological lydem, has, we prefume, from a 
iimilar caufe, uphapptly undergone the fame 
fate; though at firil promulged as a divine 
inftitution. 
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We {hall not fay much regarding the an- 
tiquity of. thefe people j nor {hall we amufp 
ourfelvcs with the reveries of chronologers 
and hiAorians ; who have labored to fix with 
precifion (though not two of them agree in 
opinion) the various migrations after the 
flood : it fhall fufHce for our purpofe, that 
by their .own fliewing, Ind(^an . was as 
early peopled, as ntoA other parts of the 
known world. • 

The firft invaders of this empire, found 
the inhabitants a potent, opulent, civilized, 
wife, and learned people ; united under one 
head, and one uniform profeflion of divine 
worfhip } by the fundamental principles of 
which, they were precluded eommunication, 
and focial converfe, with the re{\ of mankind ; 
and thefe invafions hrflmade th:m a warlike 
people al fb. 

Alexander the Great, Invaded them in 
later times, and found them in the fame 
{latcj and though it fliould feem, from 
Arrians and ^intus Curtius'% hiftory of that 
Prince’s expeditions, that the different prin- 
cipalities he conquered, were independant 
kingdoms, and governed, by independant 
Kings and Princes j yet xhtGentoo records of 
Bindoobund and Banaras fhew, that at that 

period. 
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period* and much later, all the principalities of 
this empire, were in fubje^ion to, and owned 
allegiance to one head, ftiied the Mbaahab 
Rajah of Indofian } a Prince of the Succadit 
. ^mdy, faid to be lineally delcended from 
their great Prince and Legiflator Bramah i 
and that it was not until after the extinction 
of this facred family . (as the Gentoos call it) 
that the Rajahs afllimed an independency. 

But it did not fufficiently footh the vanity 
of AUxanderf nor that of his hiftorians, to 
record his conqueda pf a few petty Rajahs 
^d Governors of provinces ; and though 
we do not conteft the faCt of that invafion, 
yet we think ourfelves judih^d in concluding 
the greateft 4)aft of its hiftory is fabulous ^ 
yet, that it r^aims greater credit and belief, 
than thofe «f Bacchus and Sefofiris : the 
Greek and Latin condruCtion and termina- 
tion of the* names, and places, of the Princes 
and kingdoms of Indoftan^ faid by Alexander'^ 
htdorians to be conquered by him ; bear not 
the lead analogy or idiom' of the Gentoo 
language, either ancient or modern ; as any 
one the lead converfant in it can tedify j 
and although the ground work of their hif- 
tory was founded on fa£f,‘yet the fuperdruc- 
ture carries drongly the femblance of in- 
vention and Romance : And he who is ac- 
B 2 quainted 
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quainted with this empire, and can give full 
credit to thofe legends, may upon as juft 
a foundation believe Alexander to have been 
the fon of Jupiter Ammon ; or, with ^ 
Curtius, that the Ganges opened into the 
Rea fea. 

The annals of the Genloos, give teftimony 
of Alexanders Invafion ; where he is record- 
ed under the epithet!^ of Mhaahah T)uk~ 
koyty / Kconcab^ a ,moft mighty robber and 
murderer ; but they make not any mention 
of a PoruSt nor of any name that has the 
fmalleft allufion or likenefs to it j and yet 
the aftion between Alexander and this ima- 
ginary King PoruSf has been pompoufly ex- 
hibited by the hiftoiians of the former, and 
has happily afforded fuhjefl matter for re- 
prefentations, that do the higheft honour to 
the art and genius of man. 

The liberty we have taken with thefe fo 
long celebrated hiftorians, may feem to our 
readers to be foreign to our fubjeil, but in 
the end wc hope it will appear otherwife ; 
when they find that thefe authors have 
(cither from their own fertile inventions, or 
from mif’-inforo^ation, or rather from want 
of a competent knowledge in the language 
of the nation) mif-reprefented, or to fpeak 

more 
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more favorably, mif-conceived their religious 
\enets as much as they have the genius and 
Aate of their government. 

The (pace of time employed in Alexan~ 
der'% expedition in this empire, did not afford 
a poffibility of acquiring any adequate know- 
iedge of a language in itfclf fo highly difficult 
to attain in the fmalteff degree of perfection, 
even from many years refidence and indmate 
converfe <Vith the natives ; can it be pbffi- 
bly believed ^hen, that any of Akxander’^ 
followers could in this (hort fpace acquire 
luch perfection in the Gentoo language as 
could enable them juffly to tranfmit down 
the religious (yffem of a nation, with whom 
they can foarcely be faid to have had any 
communication f 

Touching the antiquity of the feriptures, 
we are treating of, we have much more to 
fay, in fupport of our conje^ure and belief, 
that the Sbaftah of Bramah^ is as ancient, at 
lead, as any written body of divinity that 
was ever produced to the world. But it is 
previoufly neceffTary, that we explain the word 
Bratnaby which has been variouffy wrote, 
and indiferiminsftely applied by many authors, 
and particularly by Baldeui^ who confounds 
Birmab and iBramab as being the fame per- 
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fon, though nothing in nature can be more 
different. This could proceed only, from 
the fpecific meaning and origin of thofe 
words not being clearly underffood} and 
this we conceive has led many other writers 
into the fame error: our prefent difquifition 
therefore calls, not only for the explanation 
of thefe words, but alio of the other two 
iuppofed primary created beings Bi/truot 
and iiieb. For unlef^ thefe three peribns 
Pirmah, Bijlnoo^ and SirA, arc didindly 
comprehended, and held in remembrance, 
a coniiderable portion of the allegorical part 
of the Sbajiab of Bramah^ will appear ut- 
terly unintelligible. 

Different authors ftilc him, Bruma, Bram- 
ma^ Burma, Brumma, Birmab, Bramah i 
and although they write him thus varioufly, 
they are unanimous in thinking him the 
lame perlbn, and give him the fame attributes. 
They are all, it is true, derivatives from the 
fame root, Brum, or Bram (for thefe are 
fynonimous in the Sbajiab) but none of all 
the above appellatives are to be found in the 
Sbajiab, but Birmab and Bramah. They 
are all compounded of brum or hram, a 
Jpirit, or ejj'ence, and mai\ mighty’, brum, 
in an abfolute and iimple fenfe fignihes the 
Jpirit Qr efence of Qod, and but upon one 

occafion 
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occadoa mentioned as a penon, and that is 
When brum is rcprefcnted yi'ith the habiU- 
ments and four arms of Birmab^ floating on 
a leaf, upon the face of a troubled chaos, 
immediately preceding the ad of the crea- 
tion of the univerfe. — Birmak is onderflood 
in an abfolute perfonai fenfe, and in a flgu- 
rative one ; in the former as the firft of the 
three primary created angelic beings — in this 
fcnle the word flgnilies litterally the mighty 
fic^nd. Pbr though Birmah is the firfl of 
the three prime beings, he is ftiled fecond in 
power to God only, and fometimes in the 
Sbajiah has the name of Birmahabp the moji 
mighty fecond. — - In the figurative fenfe the 
word Birmah means creation, created, arid 
fometimes orea’cor, and reprefents what the 
Bramins call, the lirll great attribute of 
God, bis power of creation. 

Bramah is the title folely appropriated to 
the Promulger of the Shajiaht and implies 
the fpirituality and divinity of his miflion 
and dodfrines ; hence it is, that his fucceffors 
afluraed the name of Bramins, fuppoling 
themfelves to inherit the fame divine fpirit. 

As the vroTd*Birmab, is ufed in a perfb- 
nal, and figurative fenfe, fo is Bijlnoo and 
Siebi perfoq^lly, as being the fecond and 

** thud 
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third of the firft created angelic beings, who 
had pre eminence in heaven, the woill 
BiJinoOf litcerally lignihes a cberijker^ a pre-- 
fervert a comforter-, and Sieb, a dejlroyer, 
an Avenger, a mutilator, a punijker-, and 
thefe three perfons, when figuratively ap- 
plied in the Shajlab (as they frequently arc) 
rcprelent6*what the Bramins call the three 
firfl and great attributes of God, his power 
to create, his power* /a prejervt, and his 
power to change or deftroy. And we (hall 
fee that in the diflribution of the almighty’s 
commands to thefe primary perfons, talks 
are afUgned to each, of a very different na- 
ture ; to Birmabf works of power, govern- 
ment and glory j to Btjinoo, works of ten- 
dernefs and benevolence ; and to Sieb, works 
of terror, feverity and deArudtion, This 
laft mentioned perfon is the objeft of great 
difmay and terror to the Gentoos, but mo- 
WApuuiiuers of Bramab'i Sbajiab have 
foftened the rigor of his charadler by giving 
him names and attributes of a very dif- 
ferent nature from that of Sieb. They call 
him Moifoor (a contraftion of Mahahfoor, 
the moil mighty dejlroyer cf evil J and under 
this foothing title he is worfltipped, not as 
Sieb the deftroyer, but as the dejlroyer of 
evil. The other epithet they have given to 
him is Moideb, (a contraction of Mohahdeb- 

tab, 
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tab^ the mighty angel) in this fcnfc 

he is worfhippcd as the averter of evil, 
and under this charader he has the mod 
altars ereded to him* 

This neceffary interpretation and expla- 
nation premifed, we proceed to the Sbaftab 
itfelf } and lhall faithfully give a detail of the 
origin of this book ; and the fevcral inno- 
vations and changes it has fuifered : a detail 
— which atthough known by all the learned 
amongft the *BraminSy is yet confeiled but 
by a few, and thofe only, whofe purity of 
principle and manners, and zeal for the pri- 
mitive dodrines of Bramah’ & Sbajiab, fefs 
them above difgoifing the truth ; from many 
of thefe, weiiave had the following recital. 

** That, when part of the angelic bands 
“ rebelled^ and were driven from the face 
“ of God, and expelled from the heavenly 
** regions ; God doomed them in his wrath, 
“ to eternal punifliment and banifhment; 
“ but, that by the interceflion of the faith- 
“ ful remaining bands, he was at length in- 
“ dined to mercy, and to foften the rigor 
“ of their fentence, by inllituting a courfe 
only, of puniflimcnt, purgation, and pu- 
“ riheation; through which, by due fub- 
“ miflion, t|iey might work out a refloration 

“ to 
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** to the feats they bad loft by theiir difobe- 
** dieuce, • 

** That God in full a 0 embly of the ftdthf 
** ful bands fpecihed their courje of punilh- 
** ment, purgation and purifici^ion . regif* 
** tered, and declared his decree, icainutable, 
and irrevocable ; and commanded Birmab, 
to defceod to the baniftied delinquents 
** and fignify unto thtm -the mercy and de~ 
termtoation ckf their creator. 

** That Birmab fulfilled God's command, 
defcended to the delinquent angels, and 
** made known unto them the mercy and 
** immutable fentence, that God their creator 
** had pronounced andregiftered againft them. 

** That the great and unexpcdled mercy 
** of God, at firft made a deep impredion 
** upon all the delinquents, except on the 
** leaders of their rebellion ■, thefe in procefs 
** of time, regained their influence, and 
** confirmed moft of the delinquents in their 
** diibbedience, and thereby the merciful 
** intentions of their creator, became jo tt 
** great meafure fruftrated. 

That about the beginning of the pre- 
y lent age (i. e. 4866 years ago) the three 

** primary 
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** primary created beings and the ceH; of the 
** faithful angelic hoA^ feeling the deepeft 
f' anguiAi for the exalted wickednefs of their 
“ delinquent brethren, concluded it could 
only proceed, from their having by time, 
** forgot tlie terms of their falvation ; which 
bad been only vei bally delivered to them 
“ by Birmab ; they therefore petittoned the 
** Almighty, that he would be pleafed to 
'* fuifer bi« fentencc, "'and the condkionB of 
their reAoration, to be digeAed into a body 
“ of written hws for their guidance ; and 
** that fome of the angelic beings, might 
** have permiAlon to defcend to the delin- 
quents, to promulge and preach this writ* 
ten body of laws unto them, that they 
might theceby be left without cxcufe, or 
the plea of ignorance, for their conti* 
** nuance in difobedience. 

** That God aifented, to the petitions of 
“ the angelic bands ; when they, one and 
“ all, oflfcrcd to undertake this naiflion, but 
*' God feledtcd from amongft them thofe 
“ whom he deeme<l moA proper for this 
** work of falvation > who were appointed 
to defcend to the different regions of the 
** habitable univerfe. That a being from 
** the firA rank of angels was deAincd for 
•* the eaAcrn. part of this globe, whom 

« God 
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** God dignified with the name of Bramab, 
** in allufioD to the divinity of the do(^rrne 
** and miflion he had in charge. 

** That Birmab by the command of God 
** didated to Bramab and the other deputed 
** angels, the terms and conditions, which 
** bad been primarily delivered to the de> 
** linquents, by the mouth of Birmab ; 
*< that Bramab received, and entered the laws 
« of God in Debtab Nagur, (iiterally, the 
** language of angels) and that when Bra- 
** mab defeended' at the beginning of the 
** prefent age, and afTumed the human form 
** and government of Indopant he tranflated 
** them into the Sar/Jertt^ a language then 
** univerfally known through Dut Indojlan ; 
** and called the body of laws tbe Chat ah 
** Bhade • Sbajlab of Bramab (literally, the 
**four feriptures of divine uords of tbe 
•* migbty fpirit) which he prdmulged, and 
** preached to the delinquents, as the only 
** terms of their falvation and reftoration. 

** That for the fpace of a thoufand years, 
** the do^rines of the Ckatab Bbade^ were 
** preached and propagated, without varia- 
tion or innovation ; and many of the 
delinquents benefited from them and were 
* A wrict«tt book. 


** laved } 
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favcd : but that about the clofe of this 
**, period, fome Gofeym * and Batttzaaz -f* 
“ Bramins, combining together, wrote a 
“ paraphrafe on the Chatab Bbade, which 
“ they called the Chatab if Bbade of Bra- 
“ tnab II , or the fix fcriptures of the mighty 
*^fpirjt -, in this work the original text of 
Bramah's Chatab Bbade was ilill pre- 
“ fervcd. — About this period al(b it was, 
that the Gcfyns and Battezaaz Bramins^ 
“ began to«appropriate to themfelves the ufe 
“ of the Sanfcpt cbaraSler^ and inftituted in 
“ the place of it the comtnon Indofan cha- 
“ ratScr in ufe at this day : it was now alfo 
** that they firft began to veil in myftcrjes, 
the fimple dodlrines of Bramah. 

“ That about five hundred years later, 
** that is, fifteen hundred years from thefirft 

• proniuigation of Bramah's Shajlab\ the 
*' Gofeym^ and Battezaaz Bramins^ pub- 

li^ed a fccond cxpofition, or commentary 
** on the Chatab Bbade ; which fweUed 
*• the Gentco fcriptures to eighteen books t 
thefe the commentators entitled the Augh- 
“ tor rah Bbade ^hajlab, or the eighteen vmh 

• • Genm Bilhops. 

■t Expounders of «thc Shafiah, | Six. 
i From the promulging this BhaJe, the Polythcifn 
of the (Sentib’i took its rife. 
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^ divine words ; it w»s drawn op in a 
** compound charafler, of tl)e common Jfi-~ 
** dt^atty and Sanfcrit j — the original text of 
** the Cbatah Bbade^ was in a manner funk 
** and alluded to only ; the hidories of their 
Rajahs and country, were introduced under 
figures and fymbols, and made a part of 
** their religious worlhip, and a multitude 
** of ceremoniaU, and exteriour modes of 
** worlhip, were inilituted ; which the oom- 
** mentators faid were implied 'n Bramalfs 
** Chatab Bhadtt although not exprelly 
** dire<£l«d therein, by him ; and the whole 
** enveloped in, itn{>enetrable obfeurity by 
** allegory and fable, beyond the compre- 
henfion even of the common tribe of 
“ Bramins themfelves } the laity being thus 
^ precluded from the knowledge of their 
** original feriptures had a new fyftem of 
faith broached unto them, which their 
** ancodors were utterly ftrangers to. 

■“ That this innovation of the AugbUrrab 
*• Bbade produced a Ichifin amongft the 
** Gentoo's, who until this period had fol- 
*• lowed one profeHlon of faith throughout 
** the vaft empire of Indojlam for the Bra- 
** mins of Cormandell and Mallabar .finding 
" their brethren upon the courfe of xhc Gaf^es 
** had taken this bold Rep to inflave the laity, 
2 ** fet 
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fct up for themfelvesjand formed afcripture 
** jof thdr own, founded as they (aid upon 
the Cbatab Bbade of Bramah j this they 
” called the Viedani * bf Brummahi or divine 
wordt of the mighty fpiriti — iKcfe com- 
mentators, by the e;rample of their bre- 
** thren, tntcrfperfed in their new religious 
fyftem, the hiftories of their governors, 
** and country, under various fymbols and 
** allegories, but departed from that chaftity 
“ of manners, which was ftill preferved in 
“ the Anghtorrffb Bbade Sbajlab, 

” Thus the original, plain, pure, and 
“ fimple tenets of the Chatab Bbade of 
Bramah (fifteen hundred years after its 
firft promulgation) became by degrees 
utterly loft; except, to three or four Go- 
*'feyn families, who at this day arc only 
** capable of reading, and expounding it, 
from ihc tiaiijh u character ; to thefe may 
“ be added a few others of the tribe 
** of Batteezaaz Dramins, who can read 
“ and expound from the Chatab Bbadct 
«* which ftill preferved the text of the ori- 
“ ginal, as before remarked. 

♦ Vit.hm in the l^aliabar language fignifics the 
-fame as Shaftah in the Sauferit^ viz. divine uvrif— — . 
and the wrdi <if Gid* 


How 
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** How much foever the primitive reli** 
** gion of the Gentoos fuffered by thefe ingo- 
** vatioos; their government' underwent no 
** change for many centuries after, all ac^ 
** knowicdging allegiance to one uhiverfal 
** Rajah of the Succadit family, lineally 
** deii^ended from their Prince and Lawgiver 

Bramab, The Princes of this line 

** oppoled the innovations- made in their 
“ primitive faith, with a fruitlefs oppofition, 

*♦ which endangered the exiftcnce of their 
'** own government ; fo mat at length they 
** were reduced to the neceflity of fubferib- 
’**’ ing» tirfl: to- the Cbatab Bhadcy and fub- 
“ fequcntly to the Aughtorrab Shade j al- 
“ though their wifdom forefaw, and fore- 
** told, the fatal coniequences thefe inno- 
** vations Would have on the flate and the 
** nation : but the Gq/eyns and Braminsy 
** having tailed the fwcets of prieftly power 
“ by the firft of thefe Bhadesy determined 
** to enlarge, and edablifh it, by the pro- 
** mulgation of the laji^ for in this the ex> 
** terior modes of worlhip were fo multi- 
** plied, and fuch a numerous train of new 
** divinities created, which the people never 
** before had heard or dreamed of, and both 
** the one and the other were fo enveloped 
** by the Gqfeym and Bramins in darknefs, 
** penetrable to themfelves only> that thofe* 

** profeilbrs 
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** prpfcflbr$ of divinity, became of new and 
** great importance, for the daily obliga* 
tions of religious duties, which were by 
** thcfc new inJftitutes impofed on every 
“ Gfntoo, from the highcft to the lowcft 
rank of the people, were of lb intricate, and 
** alarming a nature, as to require a Bramin 
** to be at hand, to explain and officiate, 
in the performance of them : they had 
** however the addrefs'to captivate the minds 
** of the vulgar, by introducing Ihow and 
parade intoafl their principal religiousfealfs, 
<* as well as fafls^ and by a new (ingle poll-' 
“ tical inllitution, to wit, the prefervation of 
“ their caji or tribe^ the whole nation was 
** reduced to facerdotal llavery. 


From the period that the Aughtorrab 
** Bbade was pubtilhed as the rule of the 
Gentoo faith and worlhip, fuperllidon, the 
furc fupport of prieftcraft, took fall pof» 
-♦‘fclfion of the people ^ and their confcien* 
** ces, anions, and condu<5f, in fpirituals 
and temporals, were lodged in the breads 
of their boufcbold Bramins, and at their dif« 
pol'al i for every head of a family was 
obliged to have one of thofe ghodly fa« 
** thera at his elbow, and in fa<^ the people 
** became in general mere machines, ac* 
*• tuated and moved, as cither the good 
Fart II. C “Of 
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** or evil intentions of their houfehold tyrant 
** dictated. 


** The Augbtorrab BbaJe Sbafiab^ has been 
** invariably followed by the Centoos inha- 
“ biting from the mouth of the Ganges to 
“ the Indus, for thclall three tboufand three 
hundred and fixty Hx years. This pre- 
** cii'ely fixes the commencement of the GVw- 
too mythology, which, until the publication 
of that Blade, had no exiftcnce amongll 
“ them : every Gentco of rank or wealth, 
** has a copy of this feripture in his poffef- 
“ fiun ; under the care and infpeAion of 
** his domtftic Bramin ; who every day 
reads and expounds a portion of it to the 
“ family. 

“ Sixteen hundred and feventy nine years, 
** from :iie promulgation of the Augbtorrab 
Bbaae auaftab, the iacred line of Bramah 
“ became extindt, in the perfon of Succa- 
•* dit, the laft Medtahmabab Rajah (moft 
“ mighty King) he reigned over all Indcf- 
tan, fixty. years j his deceafe caufed a ge- 
“ neral lamentation amongft the people •, and 
*'• from his death, a new Gentoo Epocha 
“ took place, called the ^Era of Succadit ; 
•* and the prefent year (A. D. 1766) *8 the* 

“ year 
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** year of Succadit, ^teen hundred eighty 
** feven. 

“ The death of Succaditf became not 
only remarkable for a new Epoeba of 
time, but alio fur another lignal event in 
“the Gr/r/co annals; namely, a total revo- 
“ lution of their government : the royal and 
** facred line being extintft, the Vicc-roys of 
“ this extenfive empfte (who had been for 
“ fome years ftrengthening themfclves io 
their refpe£fcive governments, and preparr 
** ing for tnis expedted event) on the demife 
** of Succadity fet up a claim of indepenr 
“ dency, to the lands over which th^ had 
ruled under the emperor : they all alfumed 
** the title ^f Rajaby a diftin^ion which* 
“ before this memorable period, had been 
only given to four or five of the firft ofr 
fleers of the ftate; who allb generally 
** filled the chief governments of the empire. 
•“ ■ ■ ■ Confufion followed— —Thofe como 
'* manders who found themfelves invefled 
** with greater force and power, attacked, 
*' conquered, and joined to their govern- 
** ments, the* territories of thofe who lay 
** contiguous to them ; whiHt others who 
** lay more diftaqt preferved their, indepen- 
<* dency: and thus the empire was .divided 
“ into as many kingdoms, as there had 
C 2 “ been 
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** been Vicc-royfhips and Governmenfs. — 
** Between thefe Rajahs, there fubftftcd *a 
** continual warfare. — From an empire thus 
** divided againft itfelf, what could be ex- 
pelted, but that which, in a few centuries, 
** conf^qucntly and naturally followed. 

** For the fimple and intelligible tenets 
«* and religious duties, enjoined by the Ciar- 
“ tab Bbade, being thus abforbed and loft, 
** in the attention and adherence, paid to 
“ the extravagant, abfurd, and unintelligible 
** non»cflcntiaTs of worftiip, inftituted by 
** the Augbterrah Bbade ; laid the founda* 
** tion of the iniferies, with which in fuc- 
** cecding times, Ind'Jlan was vifiied } and 
** the merciful intention of Cod, for the 
** redemption of the delinquent angels, (def- 
“ tined to inhabit this part of the earthly 
** globe) was rendered fruitlcfs.~Thc holy 
Tribe of Bratitins, who were chofen and 
“ appointed by Bramab himfelf, to preach 
** the word God, and labor the falvation 
** of the delinquents ; in procefs of time loft 
“ fight of their divine original, and in it’s 
** place fubftituted new and ftrange dotftrines; 
** that had no tendency, but to the eftablifli- 
** ing their own power: the people hearken- 
** cd unto them, and their minds were ' 
« fubdued and enflaved ; their ancient mili- 
4 •* tary 
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tary genius, and fpirit of liberty was dc~ 
** bilitated } dil'cord and diiTention arofe 
amongft the rulers of the land, and the 
*' Hate grew ripe for falling at the firA con^ 
** vuliion ; and in the end fuffered an utter 
rubverHun, under, the yoke of Mabom-- 
** meden tyranny; as a juA punilhment in- 
“ AiiAcd on them by C^, for their negledt 
** of his laws, commands and promifes, 
** promulged to them**, by his great and fa- 
** vored aifgel Bramab^ in the Cbartab Bbade 
“ Sbajiab." • 

The foregoing detail, contains the ge* 
nuine conceptions and belief, which the 
Bramins themfelves entertain of the anti- 
quity of their feriptures, and of the two re- 
markable innovations they have undergone ; 
particulars which we have had repeatedly 
confirmed to us, in various conferences with 
many of the moA learned and ingenuous, 
amongA the laity of the Koyt *, and other 
Cajbsf who are often better verfed in the 
dodrines of their Sbn^ab than the common 
run of the Bramtm themfelves. 

We hope it will not be difpleafing to our 
readers, if fronv the foregoing recital, we 
reduce into a narrow compafs, and into one 
• The tribe of Writers. 

C 3 view. 
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view, the ftcdfaft faith of the Getf* 9 o(, 
Touching the antiquity of their fcriptures| 
(the point now only under our confidera- 
tior) it appears therefore that they date the 
birth of the tenets and doiflrincs of the 
Sbaftaby from the expulilon of the angelic 
beings from the heaven'y regions; that 
thofe tenets were reduced into a written 
body of laws, four thoufand eight hundred 
and fixty-fix years aj;o, and thcji by God’s 
permiflion wert* projiinlgcJ and preached to 
the inhabit .nt= of Indujinn. 1 ‘iuf thefc ori- 
ginal fciiptures under t^ent a remarkable 
change or innovation a thoufand years after 
the miflion of their Prophet and Law-giver 
Bramahi in the publication of the Cbatab 
Bbade Sbafi.ib ; and that three thoufand three 
hundred and fixty-fix years pad, thele ori- 
ginal feriptures fudered a fecond and lad 
change or innovation, in the publication of 
the Aurbtorrah Bhade Shojinb ; wtiich oc- 
cafioncd the fiid and only fchifm amongd 
the Gait 001, that fubdds to this day* namely 
hetween the followers of the Augbtorrab 
Bl'iiJr Ehojiab, and the followers of the 
Viidam. 

Without rcpofing an iii<p)!icit confidence 
in the relations the Brumim give of the 
antiquity of their Icripturcs ; we will with 

our 
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our readers indulgence, humbly offer a 
few conjectures that have fwayed us into a 
belief and conclufion, that the original tenets 
of Bramah are mofl ancient ; that they are 
truly original, and not copied from any 
fyflcm of theology, that has ever been pro- 
jnulged to, or obtruded upon the belief of 
mankind : what weight our conjectures may 
have with the curious, or how far it may 
father appear in the profecution of our work, 
that othor theological fyflems have been 
framed from this, we readily fubmit to thole, 
whofe genius, learning and capacity in re* 
fearches of this kind, are much fuperior to 
our own. 

It has been without relerve alTerted, that 
the Cejj^toffs received their doClrines and 
worfhip, from the Berjeti or Egyptians i 
but without (as we conceive) any degree of 
probability, or grounds, for the foundation 
of this opinion : reafon and faCts, Teeming 
to us, to be on the hdp of the very contrary 
opinion. 

That there was a very early communica- 
tion Itetween the empires of Pfr/zlt, Egypt 
and Indojian, is beyond controverfy ; tlie 
former lay comiguous to IndoJian\ and al* 
though Egypt lay more remote from it, there 

C 4 ftill 



( ) 

ftill ^'Bs itn cafy paiTage open between them, 
bv the navigation from the Rea-Jea^ to the 
Jttdut: therefore it will appear no drained 
conclufion,if wefay ; itismoll likely there had 
been frequent intercuurie between the learned 
Mtigioi both thole nations, arid the Bramim^ 
lonn before the laft mentioned fages were 
vifited hy^ZoroaJler and Pyibagoras. 

It is neceffary to renaark that the Bramim 
did not, indeed could not, feek this inter- 
courle, ff)r the principles of their religion 
forbad their travelling, or mixing with other 
nations i but fo famed were they in the 
earlicft known times for the purity of their 
manners, and the fubhmity of their wifdom 
and dodtrincs, that their converfc was fought 
after, and folicited univcrfally by the phi*- 
lof. phersi, and fearchers after wifdom and 
truth. For this charadlcr of them, wc have 
the concurring tcAimony of all antiquity. 

At what period of time, Indofian was 
vifired by Zcroajler and Pythagoras, is not 
clearly determined by the learned ; we will 
fuppofc it, with the generality of writers, 
to hnve been about the time of Romulus . — 
That thefe fages travelled, not to inJiruSl, 
but, to be ittjirttided ; is a fait that may be 
determined with more prccifion ; as wel} 
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i8» that they were not in Indojan together.*— 
As they both made a long refidence with the 
Bramns North Weft of the Ganges (for the 
name of Zardhurji^ and Pythagore retain a 
place in the Gentoo annals ** as travellers in 
«* fearch of wifdora”) it is reafonable to con- 
clude they might in fome degree be inftru^tedl 
in the Sanfcrit CharaSier, and confequently, 
in the dodrines and worftiip inftituted by the 
Cbatab and Aughtorrab Bbades. 

It is worthy notice that the Metempfychojii 
as well as the three grand principles taught 
in the greater EUufinian myfteries ; namely, 
the unity of tbe godhead^ bis general pranii- 
denei over all creation, and a future Jlate f 
rewards CMdtuniJhnunts ; were fundamental 
dodtrines or Bramah' % Cbartab Shade Sbaf 
tab, and were preached by the Bramins, 
from time immemorial to this day, through- 
out Indoftan : not as myfteries, but as reli- 
gious tenets, publicly known and received; 
by every Gentoo, of the meaneft capacity % 
this is a truth, which, we conceive, was un- 
known to the learned inveftigator of the 
Eleufinian myfteries; or it is probable he 
would, with more caution, have afterted, 
that the Eaftern nations' received their doc- 
trines from the Egyptians, 


Although 



( 26 ) 

. Althoujj,h the Polythcifm of the Gen(m 
had its origin from the promulgation of 
the Cbttiah Bbiide Shajlab, and their Mythor 
Jogy irorii the publication of the Aughtorrab 
Bbade % yet the above mentioned theoK gica] 
dogma's remained inviolable and unchanged ; 
fnd as thefe, with the firm perfuafion of the 
prs^xifiant ftatc of the fpirit, or foul, have 
ever been, and ftill arc, the very bafis of all 
the Genfoo worfiiip; it appears to us mod 
probable, (Irom the early communication 
before remarked, ’ and t!ie *^eafoiis before 
given) that the Egyptiam boiipwed thefe 
tenets from Braminf. 

That Pythagoras took the doidrinc* of 
the Mefempfycbofis, from the is 

not difputed: yet future times erroneoufly 
(tiled it Pythagorean ; an egregious mifiake, 
which could propeed Qply ^offx ignorance of 
its origins]. 

Whatever may have been the period, 
that Ind'Jlan was vifited by the two travcll- 
ing Sages aboyemcniioned j it is acknoWi- 
Icdged that Pythagoras undertook that jour- 
ney, forne years iatcr than Zorcafler 
when Pyiljagoras left India, he went into 
Per/ia, where he converfed with the Magi of 
that pouutry, and was infi>u<flcd in their 

mydcrics ; 
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myfteries ; and is faid (with probability of 
truth) to have held many conferences with 
Zoroajlert on the dodirines of the Bi (mins. 
They had both been initiated in all the myC* 
tcries, and learning, of the Egyptians j and 
Pythagoras^ in hjs fceond vifit to Egyptf be^? 
fore his return to Greece, probably repaid 
the debt of wildum he had recefyed from 
^he Magi, by giving them new, and (Ironger 
lights, into the theology, coimoguny and my> 
thology of the Bramins, from their Cba» 
tab, and Aughtorrab Bbades. 

The moral inflitutes, of Zoroafier, and 
Pythagoras % inculcated and taught by the 
one to the Ferfiansi and by the other, to 
the Greeks bore the ftamp of divine! 

.but their fyftem of theology, furely that of 
madnefs 1 — ^They had ^ long, and intenfely 
thought, and rcafoned on the divirse nature, 
and the caufe of evil', that the portion of 
divine nature they pcflelTcd, feemed utterly 
impaired, and bewitdefed, as foon as they 
began to form their crude principles into a 
fyftt m i — they appear to have preferved the 
bafis and out-lines of Bramah’i Sbajlab, on 
which (probably in conjunction with the 
Perfian and Egyptian Magi) they raifed an 
aerial fuperdrr^ture, wild and incompre- 
{lenfible ! and labored to propagate an unin- 
telligible 
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tclligible jargon of divinity, which neither^ 
tbemfelves, nor any mortal (Ince their timV, 
could explain, or reduce to the level of hu- 
man underdanding. 

How far, on a comparifon between the 
modes of worfhip, indituted by the Chat ah 
and Au^btorrab BbadeSt and thofe of the 
antient EgyptianSt Greeks and Romans, if 
may appear that thole of the Bramins are 
originals, and thofe of the latter copies onfy, 
we fubmit to the enquiry of the learned into 
thofe intricate dudies, when in the courfe 
of jour work we exhibit to the reader feme 
Specimens of the Gentoo Mythology, and an 
account of their fads and fedivaU. 

By the fundamental doflrines and laws 
of the Genioos, they cannot admit of profe- 
lytcs or converts, to their faith or worlhip; 
nor receive them into the pale of their com- 
munion, without the lofs of their Cad, or 
Tribe i a dilgrace, which every Gentoo 
would rather fuder death than incur: and 
although this religious prohibition, in its enn- 
lequences, reduced the people to a flavilh 
dependence on their Bramins ; yet it proved 
the cenrtent of their union as a nation ; which 
to tjiis day lemains unmixed with any other 
race of people. — Thefc arc circumdances 

which. 



( 29 ) 

which, to the beft of our knowledge, re> 
membrace, and reading; peculiarly diftin- 
guiih the GentooSf from all the nations of 
the known world, and plead Arongly ia 
favor of the great antiquity of this people, 
as well as the originality of their (criptures. 

Another confideration, • to the lame pur« 
pofe, claims our notice $ namely the perpe« 
tuity of the Gentoa ddSrines, which through 
aTucceflidh of fo many ages, have ftill re^ 
mained unchanged, in their fundamental 
tenets ; — for although the Cbatab and 
torrab Bhades^ enlarged the exteriors of their 
worfhip, yet thefe derive their authority 
and eflence, in the bolbm of every Gentoo^ 
from the Chartah Shade of Bramah : and it 
is no uncommon thing, for a Gentoa, upon 
any point of confcience, or any important 
emergency in his affairs or condudf, to re* 
jedl the decifion of the Cbatab and Augb^ 
torrab ^hades^ and to procure, no matter 
at what expence, the decifion of the Char- 
tab Bbadff expounded from the Sanferit, 

Enough has been (aid, to (hew that the 
genuine tenets of Bramah, are to be found 
only in| the Cbarfab Bbade \ and as all who 
have wrote on this fubje^, have received 
their in£3rmati> tn from crude, inconfiftent re* 

ports, 
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ports, chiefly taken from the Augbtorrah 
Bbade^ and the Viedam ; it is no wonder that^ 
the religion of the Gentm, has been Daduced; 
by jfboie, as utterly unintelligible; and by 
others, as monflrous, abt'urd, and dirgrace> 
ful to humanity — our defign is to refcue 

thefe ancient people, from thofe imputa- 
tions; in* order to which we fhalJ proceed, 
without further introdu£tion or preface, to 
inveiligate their original fcriptures, as con- 
tained in the Cbartah Bbade ; at tiie clofe T>f 
each lei^ion we (hall fubjoin, fuch remarks, 
and explanations, as may appear to us necef- 
fary and pertinent to our fubjedi:. ' 

For the greater perfpicuity, we will pre- 
fent to our readers the fundamenlal doiflrines 
of the Bramitu, under five diflindt fedlions ; 
as they are ranged in thq firll book of this 
Sbajiab : viz. 

I. Of God and his Attributes. . 

II. The creation of Angelic Beings. 

IJI, The Lapfe of part of thofe Beings. 

IV. Their Punilhment. 

V. The mitigation of that Punilhment, 

and their final Sentence. 


SECT. 
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SECT, I. 

** Of God mid his Attributes, 

** God is One *. — Creator of all that 

h. God is like a perfc'*il fphere, 

without beginning or end. — God rules 
*' and governs a^ creatbn by a general 
** prQvidenca refuhing from firft deter>« 
** mined and fixed principles.— —Thou 
** (halt not m.'ike enquiry into the ef- 
** fence and nature of the exigence of 
the ETERNAL ONE, nor, by what laws 
** he governs. — An enquiry ihto either,' 
“ is vain, and criminal.— It is enough, 
thatTlay by day, and night by night, 
thou leeA in his works ; his wijdomt 
“ power t and his mercy, — — « &nefic 
thereby.” 

* Ekhummtjha^ littcrally, the one that ever was ; 
vt'hich we traiiflate, the eternal one. 

Remarks. 

H EJ foregoing fimple and fublime de-i 
feription of the Supreme Being, confti- 
tutes the firft chapter, orfeftion of sht Sbaf- 

tab. The 'iramins of the Augbtorrab 

Bbade teach, that there originally cxifted a 
6 chapter 
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chapter of the Shajlab, which explained and 
iblely treated of the divine nature and er* 
fcnce; but that it was foon irrecoverably 
and never tranfroitted to pofterity by 
Bramah^ who tore it put of his Cbartab 
Bbade. 

BaUeuSt who refided thirty years on the 
Ifland of Ceylon^ and has given a laborious 
tranllation of the VieJam-, recites a fimijar 
anecdote from thoie feriptures, and fays, 
that the loll part treated of God, and the 
•* origin of the univerfe, or vifible worlds, 
“ the lofs of which is highly lamented by 
•* the Bramtns ." — In which this author (eems 
to have plunged into a double error $ firft, 
in alleging the part loft, treated of the origin 
of the univerfe ; whereas both the Fiedam, 
and Sbaftab, are elaborate on the fubjeft ; 
and fix not only the period of its creation. 
Out alio Its precue age, and term of duration^ 
(as we ftiall (hew hereafter) ; confequently 
and fecondiy, they could not properly be faid 

to lament a lofs they never fuftained, 

But in truth, the whole of this matter is a]> 
legorical, a circumftance, which Baldeus, it 
Items, never adverted to. 

In various difeouHes we 1 ave had, with 
fome learned Bramim^ on t le above cited 

paflagQ 
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pailage of the Aught or rab Bhade, they were 
all unanimous in their fenfe and interpreta- 
tion of it : namely, that to man was given for 
the excrcife of his reafon, and virtue, the con- 
tcmplation’of the vifible wonders of the creation j 
but, that the ETERNAL ONE had precluded 
all enquiry into his origin, nature and cffcnce, 
and the laws by which he governs ; as lub- 
jefts inexplicable to, and beyond tbe limited 
powers of created beings j therefore it is 
emphatIcaHy faid, that Bramah tore out that 
part, implying the prohibition of fuqh en- 
quiries, as ufelefs and prefumptuous. 

Had one tythe of the time and trouble, 
which the juft mentioned ecclefiaftic beftow- 
cd in rendo'ing a literal tranflation of the 
Viedam^ been employed in attempting an 
explanation of its myfteries ; his labors might 
have oroved ' worthy the attention of the 
learned \ whereas, by contenting himfclf with 
a bare verfion, without aiming at the inter- 
pretation of the allegorical parts of thofe 
I'criptures, his toils, which muft have been 
great and intenfe, have only produced a mon- 
fter, that (hocks reafon and probability.— 
They are mif-reprefentations like thefe, which 
we have lamented in the preliminary dlf- 
Courfe, to the hrft part of this our work, 
as injurious to human nature; various and 
Part II, D enormous 
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tfnbrmous are the miftakes, which this ao- 
thor has falten into from the above cauie,^ 
through the whole of his voluminous worh> 
which might be proved in a multitude of 
inAances; but one fhallfuffice as a fpecimcn 
of the whole, which nothing but the mif- 
taken zeal of a chrKlian divine can ezeufe. 

to 

" The (according to Batdem) gives 
** the fame place and power to Birmab or 
** Bramab (for* he erroneoufly makes thefe 
** names fynonimous) as the Sbaftab does ; 
** and as the Maliabart acknowledge Bramab 
** toi be the fon of God, and fupreme go- 
** vernor of angels; nay even aferibe to him 
a human form : Jh it is evident, that tbeje 
attributes, mufi. have their origin from 
** •wbat they have beard, though perhaps eon~ 
**fttfedfy, of fefus Cbrijl the Jon of God.'\ 
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SECT. ir. 

•* *^be Creation of. Angelic Beings, 

« 

The ETERNAL ONE, abfofbed in the 
contemplation of his ownexiftence i in 
the fullnefs of lime, refolved to par~ 
ticipatc his glory and clTencc with 
beings capable of feeling, and iliaring 
** hi» beatitude, and of adminiftering 
** to his glory.— Thefc beings then were 
** not.— The eternal one willed.— 
** And they were. — He formed them 
“ in part of his own cflence i capable 
“ of pcrfcdion, but with the powers 
** of imp>erfcdtion j both depending on 
** their voluntary eleftion. — ThcETER- 
** NAL ONE fivtt.cTcated Birmabt Bijlnoo, 
“ and Sieb j then Moi/afor, and J! ili.. 

Debtab-Logue The eternal one 

“ gave pre-eminence to Birmah, Bifi- 

mo and Sieb. He appointed Bir- 

** mehy Prince of the Dchtah-Logur^ 
** and put the IJebtah under lubiedtion 
“ to him i he alio conflituted him his 
** vicegerent in heaven, and B:ji‘>oo and 
** aieb, wece cftablithcd his co-adjutors. 

• Debtah^ angels; Lp^uc^ a pcoplf, multitude, or 
Coiigrcgaticjn i the uiigvlic 

D —The 
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— The ETERNAL ONE divided the 
** Debtah into different bands, and rank«, 
** and placed a leader or chief ovei. 
“ each.— Thefe worfbipped round the 
throne of the eternal one according to 
** their degree, and harmony was in 

“ heaven. Moifafoor^ chief of the 

** hrll: angelic band, led the celeAial 
fong of praife and adoration to the 
Creator, and the fong of obedience 
to Birmab his hr ll created. —And the 
** Eternal One rejoiced Ln his ncv? crca- 
« tiou.” 

Remarks. 

M ankind in general of every de- 
nomination, and religious profefGon, 
have fubfcribcd to the opinion of the ex- 
iftence of atigelic beingi\ and have each 
formed their crude, peculiar, and imaginary 
conceptions of their origin and deflination. 
— Crude and imaginary indeed ! muft be the 
beO: human condruction, on fo marvellous 
a fubjedf.— The flmple, rational, and fub- 
litne caufe, afligned by Dramaht for this adl 
of creation; is moft worthy a great and benign 
bcingt and conveys a Ariking and intereAing 
imprefHon, not only of his powers but of 
his benevolence, 

Bramab^ in the opening of this fedlion, 
fcems to place the eternal one^ in the fituation 

of 
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of an abfolnte, good, and powerful monarchy 
without JitbjeSli ; which in fadt is being no 
monarch at all : for however happy, or 
blefl'ed fuch a being may be, in the contem- 
plation of his own foie exiftence and almighty 
power j yet he cannot (fay the Bratnim) he 
completely fo, without partakers in his glmy 
and beatitude; who fhould alfo, be conitious 
of the tenure of their own exiftence, as well 
as of the power, and* benevolent intentions 
of their creator, and worlhip him, accoi d- 
ingly. 

But a blind and necclTary obedience and 
worftiip, from any new creation of rational 
beings, (which muft have followed had they 
been created perfeil) would have fallen ftiort 
of their Creator’s purpofe j therefore Bramah 
fays, the eternal one, formed them ** capable 
“ of tcrfeElion, but with the powers of im- 
“ perfection without fubjcCling them to 
either, that their adoration and obedience 
fhould be the refult of their own free-’isill ; 
the worfhip alone worthy his acceptance. 

From the doCtrine contained in this feClioti 
it appears, that the powers of perfection and 
imperfection, (or in other words the powers 
of good and evil) were coeval in the forma- 
tion of the firft created beings: The 

D 3 Brantint 
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Bramitii In their paraphrafe on this chapter, 
reconcile the fuppofed incompatibility of tKe 
exigence of moral evil, conhAcntly witft 
the juftice, power, and goodnefs of the /a- 
freme being, by alleging, ** that as the Debtab 
were inveded with the abfolute powers of 
perfeElicn^ their lapfe from that date, cannot 
impeach either the power, judice, or good- 
nefs of the ETERNAL ONE} whofe motives for 
their creation were benevolent ; and the duty 
enjoined rhem light and eafy.~To chaunt 
forth for ever, the praifes of their creator 
——To blefs him for their creation, and to 
acknowledge, and be obedient to Birmab^ 
and his two coadjutors Bijlnoo and Sieb.*\ 

Human penal laws, which have their ex- 
idcnce ih every well regulated government of 
the wQrl4 ; always pre-fuppofe that the indir 
viduafs fubjedted to thofe laws^ are inveded 
with full powers and capacity of paying 
obedience to them; otherwife, their impo- 
fition becomes an a£t of tyranny; but the 
premifes granted, then the breach and vio- 
lation of them is criminal, and judly pu- 
nishable, without an imputation of injudice 

in the inditutor. Shall man then appear 

fcrupuloufly cautiousin his inditutes and laws, 
not to odend againd reafon and judice, and 
? yet 
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yet dare to doubt of, or arraign the juilic* 
of his Creator ? 

Whence the origin, and exiftenoe of 
moral evUt Is a queflion that has puzzled, 
and exercifed the imagination, and undcr- 
Aanding of the learned andfpeculative in all 

ages. ’ We confefs we have hitherto met 

■with no folution of this intcrefting enquiry, 
fo fatisfadtory, ccmcTufive, and rational as 
Hows from the dodlrine before us.— Au- 
thors have beffn driven to very ftrange con- 
clufions on .this fubjed, nay feme have 
thought h neceH^y to form an apology in 
defence of their Creator, for the admiHiun 
of moral evil into the world ; and aflert, 
“ That God was neccflitated to admit moral 
evil in created beings, from the nature of the 
materials he had to work with ; that God 
would have made all things perfedl, but that 
there was in maltei uu uvil bias, repugnant 
to his benevolence, which drew another 
way; whence arofe all manner of evils :** 
and that, therefore, “ To endue created 
beings with perfeAlon ; that is to produce 
good cxclufive of evil, is one of thofe im- 
poflibilities, which even infnite power 
cannot accompli^).’* And confequently that 
from this apologetical canfe onlyy " The 
wickednefs and mifcrics of God’s creatures 
D 4 can 



( 40 ) 

can be fairly reconciled, with his infinite 
power and goodnefs.” 

Interefling as this fubjedt is, and muft be, 
to every thinking being, our beft conceptions 
of it, mull fall far {hort of certainty j it is 
however furcly encurhbent on us to adopt 
fuch I'entiments (more elpecially when wo 
refolve to broach them to the world) as will 
appear mod worthy indnite power and in- 
finite goodnefs.— ——How far this confideTa- 
tion has been regarded in the reveries cited 
in the preceding paragraph, we fubmit to 
our readers; in our own conceptions wo 
cannot help faying thofe authors appear to 
us to have left the argument in a much 
worfe date than they found it ; and in place 
of a rational apology for their Creator, fccim 
the rather tacitly to impeach his power, in 
the fird and greated of his attributes ; his 
power of creation For Cod is' not only 
the creator of angels and men ; but creator 
of matter alfo ; and could have made that 
perfcidi had he fo willed.— —Whether God 
could endue created beings with perfe<flion, 
or produce good exclufive of evil, we conceive 
is not the quedion ; (although a doubt of it 
is highly prefumptuous, if not impious) but 
the qusre is whether God could create a 
9^ beings, eqdued with the powers of 

obfolute 



abfoiute free agency,— on the certiinty of 
which polition, the polTibility of fin ia 
created' beings abfolutely, and neceflarily 
depends. 


How much more rational and fublime the 
text of Bramah, which I'uppofes the Deity’s 
voluntary creation, or permiflion of evil 
for the exaltation of a race of beings, whole 
goodnefi as tree agents could not have ex- 
jfted without being endued with the con- 
tfafted, or oppofjte powers of doing evil. 
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SECT. Ill, 

Lapfe of Part of the Angelic Bands. 

** From the creation of the Debtab 
** Logue^ joy and harmony encompaflcd 
“ the throne of the eternal one^ for 
“ the fpace of fjazaar far Uazaar 
Munnuntur * ; and would have c'^n- 
** tinned to the end of time, had not envy 
** and jcalouly took pofleflion of Molfa- 
•i fooTy and other leaders of the angelic 
• “ bands ; amongft whom was Rhaabony 
** the next in dignity to Moifafoor -y — 
“ they, unmindful of the blcfiing of 
** their creation, and the duties enjoined 
them, rcjcdt the powers of ferfeSl ion, 
*' which the eternal one had gracioufly 
*' beftowed upon them, exerted their 
** powers of imferfeElion, and did evil 
in the fight of the eternal one.— They 
“ withheld their obedience from him, 
** and denied fubmifiion to his •oice- 


♦ A phrafe often made ufe of in the Sbajfah to ex- 
prefb infinite rxtenfion or duration of time \ the word 
Munnuntur \ii it’s ablolute and lite:al fenfe will be fub- 
fcqucntly explained ; the word Hofcaafy literally fig- 
nifies a thoufund > HuJSdtar pqr HazMTy thoufands 
u;^n thoufands. 

^erent^ 
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gerenf, and his coadjutors, BiJInotf 
f* and Sieb, and faid to tbemfelves~ 
“ We will rule !— And fcarlefs of the 
omnipotence, anci anger of their Crca> 
tor, they fprcad their evil imagina- 
** tions amongft the angelic hoft, de- 
ceived them, and drew a large portion 
f* of them from their allegiance. — And 
** there was a fejiaration from the throne 
oftheeternaloNE.-rSorrow feizedthe 
faithful angelic fpirits, and anguifh 
M was now hrft known in heaven.”. 



A .sH(>IKM;().\ii).v j 
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S E C T. IV. 

** *Ihe Punijhment of the Delinquent Dehtah. 

“ The eternal one, whofeomnifcience, 
preicience and influence, extended to 
all things, except the anions of 
** beings, which \ie had created free ; 
“ beheld with grief and anger, the 
** feflion of Moifafoory Rbaabon, and 
the other angelic leaders and fpirits. — 
“ Merciful ip his wrath, he fent Bir- 
** mabt Bijinoo and Sicb^ to admonifli 
** them of their crime, and to perfwade 
them to return to their duty;— — 
but they exulting in the iuiagination 
of their independence, continued in 
difobedience. — The eternal one then 
commanded Sieb to go armed with 
“ his omnipotence, to drive them f-om 
tire Mdhab Surgo -f*, and plunge 
“ them into the Onderab there 


♦ Why Z'leh was fent on this command has been 
already cxpldined in our introd(i(5Vion. 

t Supreme heaven, Hticrally the great eminence^ from 
Alahaky great , anJ SurgCy ; eminent in a local 
fenfe, the firmament beinj^commonly diilinguilhcd, 
by the Gnitoos, by the name of Surgo. 

X ^Jndiry dark ; O’ldcraby inUnfe dartnf/s. 

“ doomed 
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.** doomed to fuffer unceafingyorrcipf, for 
“ Hazaar par Hazaar Munnuntun 

* la this place the expreflion (which we have ex- 
plained in a preceding note) means ntrlajling. , 

Remarks. 

HAT there was a defeflion or rebe!- 
lion in heaven, the records of antiquity, 
facred and prophane, bear allutive teftimony 
ofi — we will not aver, that this opinion 
todk its rile from the dodbrines of the Bra- 
minSt thoughp it is moft probable it did ; be 
this as it may, we cannot help concluding, 
that the conceptions conveyed by the Shaf- 
tahf of this- extraordinary event, are more 
<'on(i(lent with, and do greater honor to the 
digp.’ty of an omnipotent Being, than thofc 
handed down to us in fables of the Sages, 
Poets and Philofophers of Egypt, Greece and 

Rome. From thefe our Milton copied, 

with extravagance of genius and invention. — • 
They all, without exception, unworthily im- 
peach God’s omnipotence by the powers of 
contention given to the apoftate angels, to 
oppofe their Creator in arms and battle and 
although facred writ -f- Teems to countenance 
this warfare in heaven, it can only allude 
to the adl of c:rpullion of the delinquents, 
as any other interpretWion would leilen om- 
nipotence. 

f Revelations, chap. xii. vcr. •j. 


The 



IX V 


The Shajiab opens this fedion by denying 
the prcfcience of God touching the adion3 
of free agents; the Brmins defend this 
dogma by alleging, bis prefcience m tlnV 
cafe, is utterly repugnant and contradidory 
to the very nature and cffence of free agency, 
which on fuch terms could not have exilled. 
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SECT. V. 

** Tte Mitigation of the Punijhment of the 
** delinquent Debtab, and their final jin'- 
i* fence. 

** The rebellious Debtab gro4ned under 
“ thd difpleafure of their Creator in 
** the Onderabg for the fpace of one 
** Munnuntur \ during which period, 
** Birmabt Bijlnoo and Sieb^ and the 
reft of the faithful Dehtab^ never 
** ceafed imploring the eternal one, for 

** their pardon and reftoration.'^ 

** The eternal one, by their interceillon 
“ atjength relented, — and although he 
•* ct^ld not forefec the etfedl of his 
“ mercy on the future conduft of the 
“ delinquents : yet unwilling to relin- 
** quilh the hopes of their repentance, 

** he declared his will. That they 

** Hiould be relealcd from the Onderab, 
** and be placed in fuch a Aiate of 
** tryal and probation, that they (hall 
(lill have power, to work out their 
** own falvation. The eternal one then 
promulged his gracious intentions, 
and delegating the power and govern- 
** ment of the Mabab Surgo, to Birmabi 
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** he retired \x\io bimfelj , and became in- 
** viiible to all the angelic hoft, for the 

** fpace of five thoufand years. At 

“ the end of this period he manifetred 
himfelf again, refumed the throne of 
light, and appeared in his glory. — And 
the faithful angelic bands, celebrated 
hi» return in fongs of gladnefs. 

When all was huflicd ! — the cter- 
nal ONE faid , let the Dunneahoudak ^ of 
** the hhcttiBoboom -f* of purgation and 
** purification appear, for the refidence 
“ of the rebellious — And it 

infiantly appeared. 

“ And the eternal one faid, let 
** ttoo armed with my power, delcend 
to the new creation of tbe/)«»ned/j6«- 
“ dabt and releafe the rebellious Debtab 
*' from the Onderabt and place them 
in the loweft of the fifteen Bobcons. 

** Bijlnoo flood before the throne and 
“ faid. Eternal one, I have done as 
“ thou haft commanded.^— "—And all 

* Dosneaky or dunruah^ the tusrUy Dumneahoudah^ 
the VL'orldsy or the univirfe, 
f Boboensy regions or flamtin 
^ Why Biftnoo was fent on this fervice wc have al- 
rc*)dy expiaiacd in our introdudion. 
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“ the faithful angelic hofl, flood with 
** afloaifhinent, and beheld tlie won- 
‘‘ derb, and fpk ndor of the new creation 
of the Dunneaboudah. 

“ And the Eternal one fpake again 
** unto Biflfioo and faiJ. — I will form 
** bodies for each of the dcKnquent 
Debtabt which (hall for a Ijpace be 
“ their prifon ind habitation ; in the 
■** ccftifincs of which, they Ihali be fub- 
** je6l to natural c^^ls, in proportion 
** to the degree of their origibal guilt. — 
** Do thou go, and command then.i to 
hold themfelvcs prepared to etuer 
“ therein> and they fliall obey thee. 

** And Bijlnoo flood again before the 
“ throne, a«d bowed and faid, Eternal 
ONE, thy commands are fulfilled — 
“ And the faithful angelic hoft, flood 
** again afloniflied, at the wanders 
“ they heard, and fung forth the prarh; 
** and mercy of the Eternal one. 

** When all was huflied ! the Eternal 
one faid again unto The bodies 

** which 1 will prepare for the recep- 
“ tion of the rebellious IDebtahj lhall 
** be fubicet to change, decay, death. 
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** and renewal, from the principles 
«* wherewith I (hall form them ; and 
through thefe mortal bodies, the 
** delinquent Debtab undergo alternately 
** eighty fevm changes, or tranfmigra- 
“ tions ; fubje<^ more or lefs, to the 
** confcquences of natural and moral 
evilt in a juft proportion to the de- 
** ^rce of their original guilt, and as 
** their anions through thofe fuccefllve 
** forms, (hall correfpond with the li- 
'* mited powers which I (hall annex 
** td each } — and this (halt be their 
** ftate of punijhment and purgation. 

'* And it (hall be, — That when \ijff 
** rebellious Debtah ftiall haVc accom- 
** plilhed and palTcd through the eighty 
** feven tBinfmigrations — they (hall from 
** my abundant favor, animate a new 
“ form, and thou Bifinoo (halt call it 
'** Ghoij *. 

. ** And it (hall be, — That when the 
** mortal body of the Gboij (hall by a 
** natural decay, become inanimate, the 
delinquent Debtab (hall, from my 
“ cnore abundant favor, animate the 

• Ghoij., the oear) Ghoijat^ cowii Gotjalbarryt a 
cow>!''>uA;. 

** form 
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** form of Mhurd — and in this form 
^ J will enlarge their intelledioal powers, 
*:* even as whtai I firft created them free} 
and in this form ihall be their chief 
ilate of their iruil and 'sprohation. 

** The {jhoij ihall be by the delin- 
** quent Debtabt deemed facred and 
** holy., for it .fltall yield them a new 
and more deledtable ibod, anu eafe 
<iEom 6f pan of the labor, to which 
** d hai^ doomed them. — And they 
ihall not eat of the Gbaij^ <nor of the 
“ ftfcfli .of any df the mortal bodies, 
** which 1 ihall prepare tor rfieir habit^t- 
“ tiDn,whBthcr it creepeth on MurtOy or 
fwhnmcth in yboale -f-, or flycth in 
Oujimaan ij:, for their food Ihall be 
** the nulk of the Cboijy and the fruits 
of MurLo. 

“ The mortal forms wherewith I 
“ foall cnpmpafs the delinquent Deb- 
“ tab are the work of my hand, they 
thall not be deftroyed, but left to 
“ their natural decay > therefore which- 
“ Ibe ver of the Debt ah, (hall by dc- 

AIhurdy the common name of man^ from Murto^ 
metier, or earth. 

■f yhoalry Wrticr, fluid. 


J The 
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** figncd violence bring about the dil^ 
“ folutioii of the mortal forms, atu- 
** mated by their delinquent brethren, 
** — Thou Siebt flialt plunge the ot- 
fending fpirit into the Onderah^ for 
** a fpace, and he (liall be dootped to 
** pafs again the eighty-nine tranfmi- 
** grations, whatlbever llage he may 
** be arrived to, at the time of fuch 
•* his offence. -r-13ut whofoever of the 
** delinquent Dcbtaby fhall dare to free 
** himfcifViy violence, from the mortal 
form, wherewith I fliall inclofe him, 
— Thou Sicb flialt plunge him into 
. ** the Onderah for ever. — : — He fhall 
• ** not again have the benefit of -lie 
“ fifteen Boboom of purga^ion^ proba- 
“ tion, and purification. 

** And I willAflinguifh by tribes and 
** kinds, the mortal bodies which I have 
** deffined for the punifliment of the 
“ delinquentZ)f^/<!//&, and to thefe bodies 
** I will give different forms, qualities 
and faculties, and they fliall umte and 
** propagate each other in their tribe 
“ and kind, according to a natural 
“ impulfc which 1 will implant in 
them; and from this natural union, 
there ffiall paocecd a fuccefiion of 

forms i 
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'* forms ; each in his kind 

** that the progrefFive traufmfgtatios-is of 

" the delinquent fpirlts, may not <^afe. 

But wholoever of the delinquent 
Debtah fliull unite with any form out 
“ of his own tribe and kind; thou 
Sieb flialt plunge the offending /pirit 
into the Otuicrahy for a fpacc, and 
“ he fliall he doomed to pals through 
the eighty-nine tranfmigratioof, at 
“ wliatfoever flaire he mav be arrived, 
«* at the time he committed fuch of- 
** fence. 

<< And if any of /he deli, i picnt 
** Debtab fhall (contrary to the natural 
‘‘ imptilfc w hich 1 fliall implant in the 
forms which they fhall animate) dare 
V to unite in fuch unnatural wife, as 
may fruflratc the incrcafe of his 
** tribe and kind; thou Sieb flialt plunge 
** them into the Onderah for ever.* — 
“ And they fliall not again be entitled 
to the benefit of the fifteen Boheem 
“ of purgation, probation and purifi- 
“ cation. 

The delinquent and unhappy iJiv''- 
“ tab^ fliall yet have it in their power, 
E 3 ’to 
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•• to leflcn and ibftcn their pain:j and 
punifhmeftc^ by the fwcet intercourfef 
^ of foetal compa^ ; and if they love 
** and'chcrifh one anuiher, and do mu- 
•* tual good ofiicesk and afBfl and en- 
•• courage each other in the work of 
repentance for their etime of difobe* 
dieuce ; I will ilrcngthen their 
•* good intentions, and they fhall And 
** -favor.— —But if they perfeente one 
** another, 1 will comfort the perfecuicd, 
•* and the perfecufors fhal! never enter 
•^'the ninth Bobooitt even the Jir^ Bo^ 
•* boon of purification. 

•* And ft fhall be, — That if the Deb 
** tab benedt themfclvcs of f^or 
** in their eighty-ninth tranfmi'gration 
“ of Mhurdy by repentance and good 
** w.jrks, • thou Bijinoo fhalt - receive 
•* them into thybofom and convey them 
•* to the feebnd Baboon of punilhmenc • 
V and purgation, and in this wife fhalt 
** thou do, until thc^ have pafied pro^ 
** greffively the ^ight Baboons of punifh- 
** ment, purgation, and probation, when 
.** their punifhment (hall ceafe, and thou 
** (halt con.%ey them to the ninth ; even 
** the iirft Baboon of purification. 

“ But 
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** But it (hall be, — That if the rc- 
•* bellious Debtab, do not beneht of 
** my favor in the eighty- ninth tftnf- 
“ migration of Mburdy according to 
“ the powers, wherewith 1 will invert: 

them J-— Xhou (halt return them 
** for at fpace into the Onderab^ and 
** from thence afc^ a time which I 
(liall appoint, Biflnoo (hall replace 
** them hi the loweft Baboon of punilh- 
** r^ent and purgaqon for ^ lecond 
** trial ; — and in this wife fliall they 
« fufflr, until by their repentance and 
** pcrfeverancc in good works, during 
** their eighty-ninth mortal tranfmigra- 
** lion of Mburd^ they (liall attain the 
** ninth Bohon, even the firrt; of the 
(even Baboons oi purification. — For it 
* is decreed that the rebellious 
** rtiaH not enter the Mahab ' Surgo, 
** nor behold my face, until they hiwe 
** parted the eight Boboom of pnnirti- 
menf, and the feven Boboom of pu- 
rilication. 


When the angelic faithful hofl’, 
** heard all that the Eternal one Taad 
** fpulten, and decreed, concerning the 
** rebellious Debtah\ they fung forth 
“ his praife, his power, and juftice. 

E 4 “ When 
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** When all wag Jiufhed ! the Eternal 
“ ONE faid to the angelic hod,’. I will 
extend ntiy grace to the rebellious 
** Debtahf for a certain fpacc, which I 
** will divide into ^ii\XK*Joguei *, — In the 
“ firrt of the four "JcgueSf I vill, that 
the term of their -prolMition in the 
** eighty- ninthtranfmigration of Mhurd, 
** lhall extend to loo.ooo years — in 
** the fecond of Uie foiV^ Jogues, their 
of tiicir probation in Mburd, 
(hall be abridged to 10,000 years — 
** in the thb-d <fcf the four Jo^ues^ it 
“ (hall be yA abridged to joao years 
** — and in the fourth yogue to one 
100 years only. — And the angcdic 
** holl, celebrated, in (bouts of ioy, the 
** mercy and forbearance of O'd. 


** Whfen all waa hudied I the Eter- 
***naloNE faid. It (hall be, — That when 
** the fpace of time, which 1 havf 
decreed for the duration of the Dun-- 
“ neahoudab, and the fpaeft which niy 
** mercy has allotted for the probation 
“ of the fallen Uebtab, (hall be ac*» 
** compliflied, by the rcvolut^ns of the 
** four yoguest — in that day, (hould 
f* there be any of them who remaining 

* og' S;- ^recife periods of time. 

y reprobate. 
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** reprobate, have not palled the eighth 
** Bobmn of punilhmeiH and probatron^ 
** ard have iiot entec^d the ninth Bo- 
** boon, even the firft Bohoon of purili- 
** cation; — thou Sieb ihalt, armed with 
** my power, call: them into the Onde^ 
rab for ever. — And thou lliaJt then 
** dellroy the eight Bobcons of punilh- 
ment, purgation and probation, and 
they (hall be no more. — And' thou 
Bijinoo (halt yet for a fpact ppeierve 
** the levcn Boboens of purtficatidn, 
** until the ^ebtab, who have benefited 
of my grace and mercy, haVe by thee 
“been purified from their fin :■* — — 
and in rho day when tfial Ihidl be 
** accomplillied, and they are rclfored 
“ to their fiate, and admitted to my 
• prefence, — thou Sieb (halt then de- 
**■ “^Iroy the feven of purification, 

“ and they lhall be no more. 

‘‘ And the angelic faithful holt trem- 
bled at the power, and words of 
the Eternal one, 

** The Eternal one, fpokc4igain and 
** faid. — I have not withheld my mercy 
** from Aloijajbor, Rbaboon, and the 
** fell of the leaders of the rebelliqus* 

** Debtabi 
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•* ^ehtab ;■ ■ but as they thirP jd for 
•• power, I will enlarge their powers 
^ ev//;— — they fliall have liberty to 
** pervade, and enter into the 
*« Bchoons of purgation and probation, 
•* and the delinquent Debtab^ {ha|l be 
expoled and open to the fame lemp- 
•* takons, that firft inAigated tiieir rc- 
•• volt : but the exertion of thofe cn- 
*• larged powers, ^hich I will give to 
^ the reli^llious leaders, fliall br to *lem^ 
•* the fource of a^ravat«d guilt, and 
«• punithment} an^hc rcii/lance made 
•* to their temptations, by the perverted 
** Debtab ; ihall be to me the great 
pf‘0^* of the hneerity of their forrow 
*• and repentance. 

•‘The Eternal one ceafed. — -And 
•• the faithful hofl thouted for..h fungs 
•‘ of praile and adoration, mixed with 
•• grief, and lamentation for the fate 

•• of their lap led brethren. They 

** communed amongft themfelves, and 
** with one voice by the mouth of 
“ JB^«o 3 ,bclbught thcEternal one, that 
they might have permifiion to de- 
“ feend occalionalty to the eight Bo-^ 
•* boons of punilhment, and purgation, 
*• to alTume the form of MburJ^ and 

« by 
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by th^ir prelenge, council and cx^- 
*• ample, guard the unhappy and per- 
** verted Debtab, againft the fiirmer 
^ temptations of Moijajbor^ and the 
•• rebellious leaders.— The Eternal onb 
4* adented, and the faithful heavenly 
** bands, (houted their fongs of gladi- 
•* Acfs and thankfgiving^ 

** When air was hiHhedl thi^Eter- 
" iKil oNB^pakeagainandfaid,- Dotben. 
** Birmak, arrayed in my glovy* and 
armed with my power, defeehd to 
** the loweft Boboon of puniihment and 
** purgation, and make known to/ the 
** rebellious J^ebtabm tltc words that 1 
** have uttered, and the decrees which 
** A have pronounced againft them, and 
** fee they enter into the bodies, which 
** 1 have prepared for then. 

“ And Birmab ftood before the 
** throne, and faid; Eternal one I have 
** done as thou hal^ commanded. — 
** The delinquent Debtab rejoice ia 
•* thy mercy, confefs thejufticeof thy 
** decrees, avow their lorrow land re- 
** p^ntance, and have entered info^fhe 
naibrtal bodies which thou ha^k pre- 
** pared for them.** • 
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Remarks. 

E foregoing is alnnoft a litteral tranf- 
‘ lation from the Chart db Bbtuie of '-lira- 
leah, as we defpaircd of reaching tlie fub> 
lime ftilc and di<^lion ©f the original'; — it 
will not vve JmpC he dirplcafiiig to oiir rea- 
der, if we afjifl his mtnierv and rccollec- 
tion by a /ecapltu'ialion. 6t the gioiind work 
of thejv Joc'lrines, prcfer.tcd to hj..< ir. one 
connected view ; the more efj>"cljlly, -as we 
4hail aUb be thereby the belter enabled to 
form our ncceffary explanatory remarks. 

We have feen that the original divine in- 
fliiutcs of Brapmb -are finiple and fublimc, 
comprehending the whole conrpaJs of all 
that is ; Cod, Angels, the vifible anr invi- 
fible worldsj Jnan and beafls ; and 's corn- 
prized under the frllow’ing articlcVi of the 
Gent 00 cre^d. To wit— 

That- there is one God, eternal, omni- 
fic, omnipotent, and omnifeient, in all things 
excepting a prcjcirncf of the future aftions 
pf/zve a^nt%. — -That God from an impulfc of 
diwine lovd and lioodncfs, firll creaicd 'i hrei: 
angelic peribns to whom he gave pftctdence, 

though not an equal degree —That he 

afterwards 
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afterwards from tiie fame impulfe Created 
an angelic had, whom he placed in fubr 
jcition to Birmah h\% firft created, and to 
Bijhoo and Siebt as coadjntors to Birmah.-^ 
That God created them all free, and intended 
they Hicmld all Be partakers of his glory ond 
beatitudl^ on the cafy conditions of cliei): 
acknowledging him their Creator and spaying 
obedience to him, and to tlie thfcc Dfimacy 
created ^erfitoages, 'whom he | ut over 
them . — 'fbaty in procefs of time, t iar'ge poar 
tion of the angelic hoff at.fthe-iinfljigatioa 
of Afeiy^'or and others. o£ their chief loa*- 
ders, rebelled and denyed the fupjrema^y of 
their Cieatnr. and refulcd obedMience t6 hiii 
.commands.. ^That in confequenCe the rebels 
were er eluded heaven, and the fiGihtof their 
Create., ahd.doomed to languUh for ever in 
Jbrroiu. and darknefi. ‘That, after a time, 
by the mtercedlon of the three primary, 
and the reft of the faithful angelic beings, 
God rcldtitcd, and placed the delinquents in 
a more fulFcrable date of puniHiment and 
probation, w{th powers to gain their loft 
happy fituation.-— for that purpufe a 
.new creation of the viiible and invifible 
worlds inftantaneoufly took place, deftined 
for 'the delinquents . — 'that tlic new creation 
conlifted of fifteen regions, feven below, 
and feven above kids terraqueous iglobe, and 

’ that 
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that this globe and the (even regionb below 
it are ftages of puniQmaent and purgation, 
and the feven above ftages of tpuraEcatioq, 
ahd confequently that this globe is the eighth, 
laft and chief ilage of punishment, -purgation 
and trial.— mortal bodies were prepared 
by God, for the rebel angel$, ra/4«ttc6‘lhqr 
were for a /pace to be imprifoned, and iah> 
je€t to natural and moral evils, 'more ar tetls 
painful tr. proportion t& their original guilt, 
-and tbrwgb which they were doem^ to 
tranfmigrate under eighty»nine dffferctst 
foams, the laft into that of man, when the 
powers of the animating rebel fpirits, are 
/uppofed to be enlarged equal to ihe ihite 
of their firft creation.— onder this form 
God rafts his chief expc^cioir if -therr 
irepentance and reftoration, and if tt.evfa3, 
ond continue reprobate under this fo’-ip, they 
-are returned to the loweft region and fen> 
fenced to go through the fame cottrfe of pu» 
BiShment, until they reach the ninth region, 
or firft ftage of purification, where although 
they ceafe from punishment^ and gaip re> 
miftion and forgiveneis of their ^guilt of 
rebellion: yet, they hre not permitted to 
enter heaven, nor behold their Creator, be- 
fore they have pafied the feven regions of 
purification.— the rebel-leaders had 
power given them by Qod, to enter the 
4 eight 
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eight I'egions of punifliment and probadoo* 
and that the faithful angelic fpirits, had per- 
tnidion occafionally to defcend to thofe re- 
gions, to. guard the delinquents againft the 
future attempts of their leaders.— 
confrqucntly, the foul^, or fpirits which ani- 
mate every mortal form, are delinquent 
angels in a ftaie of punifliment, for a laple 
froiv int'occnce, in a pre-exiJleMt Hate.’* 

We will prefume to fay, that the difereiue 
between the'Moftrines hitherto inaputed, to 
thefe ancient people, when Compared with 
the original tenets of the Cbartab Idbaie^ 
will now appear fo obvious to the Idirned 
and curioOs reader, that a further difeuflioa 
of this* point, is we conceive necdlefs, and 
woul<« in truth be a tacit reflexion upon his 

nndcri'^anding. Yet we arc far frooi^coa- 

dcmnin,: the authors, who have treated oa 
this fubjcAj they look their infojmation frota 
the beft lights they had;— it ts only to be 
regretted, that in place of dftnking at the* 
fountain head, they have fwailowed the 
muddy ftreams which flowed from tiaeCl&c- 
tob and jiughtorrob Bbitdts.’—^Vhc author cu 
hh departure from Bengal in the year 1750, 
magined Mmlclf well informed in the Ge#- 
00 religion, his knowledge had been ac- 
tuired by converfations with the Braml^ 
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.of thofe BbaJes who were near, as Iktle ao-* 
quainted with the Cbartoh Bbade of Bra- 
mab^ as he was himfelf, and he had then 
thoughts of obtruding his crude notions on 
tbfc public, had not a different neceffary ap- 
plication of his time luckily prevented him. 

When we perofe feme f>ortions of Milton\ 
account of the rebellion and expulfion mf the 
angels, ve are almoft led to iniagin#, on 
coraparifjo, that Bramah and he were' both 
inflrudled .by the fame fpirit ; had not the 
foaring, ungovernable, inventive genius of. 
the latter, infligated him to illudrate his 
poem with I'ccnes too grofs and ludicrous, 
as well as manifeflly repugnant to, and in- 
coniiflent with, fcniiinents we oiK^ht to en- 
tertain of an omnipotent Being (as before 
reinatkcd) in which Mi rather tear ne was 
infpjred by one <5f thefe maligna .t fpirits 
(alluded to in the Hbajiab and cdcvvhciv) 
who have from their original defection, been 

the declared 'enemies of God and Man. 

For however yveare aftoniflicd and admire the 
fublimity of Milton genius, we can hardly 
'fomciimes avoid concluding his conceits Irue- 
ly diabolftal. — But this by the by. — 


Our readers are now pofl'efTcd fof the firft 
lime of a faithful account of the Metemp- 
2 fycbojii 
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Jychoji: of the Bramins—cQmxtiovAy called 
the tranfmigration of a term hitherto 

we believe little underftood, that this doc- 
trine was originally peculiar to the Gentoost 
will not admit of doubt, although in after 
times it was embraced by the JBgyptian Magi, 
and by fome feds ati^ongft the Chinefe and 

'Tartars.-^ Pythagoras^ who favored this 

dodrine, and was a convert to it, labored 
to introduce it amongll jbis countr i-nien the 
Greekfy but failed in the .attempts He fuc- 
cceded better with them, in the theogony, cof- 
mogony and mythology of the Bramins 
Augbtorrab Bbade Sba/iaby although thefe 
conllituted no part pf the original thedlogy 
of Bramah. 

As we have referved a part expreAy for a 
diAcrtiUion on the dodrine of the Melemp- 
fychofiSy ve will avoid further mention of it 
here; bu. as tlje Bramins of the Cbatab and 
Augbtorrab Bbades, inculcate and teach many 
corollary branches of dodrine which fpring 
from this root, it is neceATary that we recite 
a few of the moA eAabliAied ones. 

“ When the delinquent Dchtaby by the 
mediation of Birmahy Bijinoo and MoifooTy 
and the faithful angelic hoA, were releafed 
from the Onderab-y all, except Moifafooiy 

Part II. F Kkaabon^ 
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Rhaabottt and the reft of the rebel leaders, 
were fo ftruck with the goodnefs and mercy 
of the Eternal onb, that they perfevered in a 
pious refignation and true penitence, during 
the firft of the four Joguest and multitudes 
afeended, and pafled through the fifteen 
BoSoons, and regained their forfeited eftate. 
— This period of time is called in the Shafo 
tab ih/tJS^ttee Jogue, when the term of the 
ipirits^' probation in Mburd» was extended 
to one hundred thoufand years. 

** In the fecond of the fouryogues, Moifafoor 
and the rebel leaders lb e^dualiy exerted 
their influence over the delinquent Debtab^ 
tiiat they foon began to forget their crime 
and difregard their punilhment in tlie Onde^ 
rab\ they rejedfed the councils and examples 
of the guardian Debtabt and flood, a fecond 
time in defiance of their Creator^ vod Moifa- 
foot drew over one third of the^remaining 
unpurified fpirits.-— — This period is diflin- 
guilhed in the Sbajiab, by the^ame of the 
'Tirtab Jogue^ in which the Eternal one 
retrenched the term of the fpirits probation 
in Mburd, to ten thouland years. In this 
yoi(ue however, many perfevered in good- 
itcfj, aieended through the fifteen BoboonSy 
and regained the Mabab Surge, 

“ In 
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’* III the third of the four Moifafoor\ 

innucncc incrcafcd, and he drew over haU 
of the remaining unpurified fpirits, in each 
of the eight Boboom of punishment and pro- 
bation. This period is called in the Sbaftab, 
the Duapaar^ or Dwapaar JoguCt in which 
the term of probation in Mburd, was re- 
duced td one thoufand years; yet in this 
Jogue there were many who afrco lcd and 
regained the Mahab Sur go. 

In the fourth Moifafoor acquired 

as full polTcflion of the hearts of the remaining 
delinquent Debtab as when they firft, rofe 
in rebellion with him, with very few ex- 
ceptions ; this period in the SbaJIab is called 
the Kok«.yogue, in which the term of pro- 
bation in Mburd is limited to one hundred 
years cnly, — Yet even this Jogue affords fomc 
inflance-: of the delinquent fpirits formount- 
ing the eight lower Baboons, by penitence 
and good works; no^withftanding the un- 
wearied diligence of Moifafoor, Rbaahoon.tsnd 
the reft of the rebellious leaders, and delin- 
quent Debtab, who had a fccond time fallen 
under his inriiience.” 

The four Jogues or ages having been fo 
Irequently mentioned in the laft paragraphs 
wc cannot do better than explain their mcan- 
^ 2 ing 
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ing here, as fuch explanation would proves 
too long for a note, it may be remennbered, 
they arc called the Suttee yt^ue, the Tirtak 
yogue, the Dupaar yogue^ and the Kobe 
yogue ; we will fpeak to each in their order. 

The Suttee yogue^ or the firfl: age, literally 
the age of truth, figuratively the age of 
goodne^'';y-in this age Endeer is fabled to be 
born, according to the Aughtorrah Rhode , 
and appointed King of the U niverfe — the word 
Endeer literally fignifies good, and is in 
that Sbajlab oppofed to Moijafoor or evil, 
and the various battles faid to be fought be- 
tween this rebel angel and Endeer, and their 
defeendants in every yogue, allegorically ex- 
hibit the confiidls and progrefs of good and 
evil in the univerfe ; Endeer'% being ap- 
pointed univer/al Monarch in the Suttee 
yogue, alludes to the ftate of the delin- 
quent Debtab in this age, upon their emer- 
ging from the Onderab, when the impref- 
iion of God’s mercy adled fo powerfully on 
their hearts, as to preferve them in penitence 
and purity, during this age, notwithilanding 
the utmoft efforts of Moijafoor (or evil) and 
his adherents, to engage them in a fecond 
defedlion. — From the word Suttee (truth) 
the word Sanfab in Bengals, and Sutcb, in 
the Moors are derived,— any one acquainted 
1 in 
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in the leafi. degree with thole tongues, knows 
S)iat the phrafe Sanjab Kotah, in the one, 
and Sutcb Bbaat, in the other, is commonly 
ufed to affert the verity of any thing ad- 
vanced, and limply lignifies, words g/* truth. 

The 7irtah Jogue^ or feepnd age. By 

the tcrm.prcfixed to this age, the order of 
the y agues Ihould feem inverted, as the word 
in its fimple conllruflion lignifies third . — 
The w*fds, teen, tarab, iife, trefe, and tetrefe, 
which exprefii the numbers three, thirteen, 
twenty-three, thirty and diirty-three, are all 
derivatives from the Sanfertt, Tirtab, or 
Tirteut as it is fometimes wrote, and means 
the third, but oftener the third part» as in 
the prefent inftance, where tfie term 7irtah 
Jogue given to the fecond age, is allufive to 
the fecond defedlion of one third of the re- 
maining unpurified delinquent fpirits, from 
pet/tence and purity which governed 
them in the Suttee Jogue. — In this age Rhaam 
is fabled to be born for the protedtion of the 
delinquent Dehtab, again!! the fnares and 
attempt of Maijafoor and his adherents. — 
The word Rhaam in the iV/w/tr//, •literally 
fignifies protedfor, but in many parts of the 
Augbtorrah Bhade this perlbnage is men- 
tioned in a more extended fenfe, a§ the pro- 
tedtor of kingdoms, Bates and property.— - 
i' 3 Rhaam ! 
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Rhaam ! Rbaam ! is ufed as a pious (Siuta-* 
tion, between two Gentoos when they meef 
in the morning, thereby recommending each 
other’s perfon and property to the protedion 
of this Demi-god. 

The Duapaar yogue, or third age. — This 
term prefixed to the third age, ailudes to 
the feepnd defedion from penitence and 
goodneu of me half ofHhe remaining unpu-r 
rified Debtab-^ua, or dwa (imply ngnifics, 
two, or the fecond, but here by the addition 
of paatt it means the balf\ thus duapaar 
deeUy exprefiles half the day, and duapaar 
rhadt half the night, — that is if the phrafe 
ifilues from the mouth of a polite Gentoa-^ 
but the vulgar would fay adab deen and adab 
rbaatt adab being the common Bengal word 
for half. — In the beginning of this yogue 
the /^ugktorrab Bbade fixes the bir^ of Kif- 
fen Taghoor. — The word kijfen ir^the 5<w- 
ferit fignifies a fcourge, and this being is 
in that Bbade frequently diftinguilhed as the 
fcourge of tyrants and tyranny. — Tagoor li- 
terally means revered^ refpediedt and is a com- 
mon appellation given to Bramins. 

The Kolee yegue, or the fourth and pre- 
fent age.— in the SanJetU fignifies cor- 
yuptiop, pollution, impurity, confcqu^ntly 

Kj^le% 
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Kolce yogue means the age of pollution.-— 
If) this age (fay the Bramim) children ihall 
bear falfc witnefs agalnft their parents, and 
before the expiration of it — the fiature of 
the Mhurd by the wickcdnefs of the rebel- 
lious Dcbttih that animates it, (hall be fo re- 
duced, that he will not be able to pluck a 
Bygon ( bgrengelah *) without the help of a 
hooked lliek. — Wchave often, whillf at the 
head of the judicial, court of Cuteberry at 
CukutHts heard the moft atrocious murders 
and crimes confeOed, and an extenuation of 
them attempted, by pleading, it uoat the 
Kolee yogue . — How far the poetical conceits 
of Ovid, and others, touching the golden, 
&c. ages, have been framed from Bramah's 
four y agues, we leave to the inveAigation of 
the curious. 

It is an eftablifhed dodlrine of the Augh.- 
terrab B^ade, that the three primary created 
perfonages, as well as the reft of the hea- 
venly angelic faithful fpirits, have from time 
to time according to the pcrmiflion given 
then) by God, defeended to the eight Bo- 
hoo‘iS of pnnifhmcnt, and have voluntatily 
fubjeded themfelves to the feelings of na- 
tural and moral evil, for the fake of their 
brethren, the delinquent Debtab, And to 
* 'I’he Erg Plant. 


this 
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this end, have undergone the eighty-nine 
tranfmigrations * ; ana that it is thofe bene- 
volent fpirits, who have at different times 
appeared on this earthly region, under the 
mortal forms and names or Endeett Bra- 
tnabf yaggemautt Kijfen Tagoor, Rbaanty 
Luccoity J^lkegy {or 1&/Uej SutfutUe, Gutf 
tiiiy Kartky &c.— That have oppolcd and 
fought againfl bdLoifajoQry Rhaabcny and their 
iniquitous adherents — c — and have proved 
themfelves under the various chara^crs of 
Kings, Generals, Philofophcr-, Lawgivers 
and Prophets,, fhining examples to the de- 
linquent Debtaby of flupendous courage, for- 
titude, purity and piety.— That their vifira- 
tions were frequent during the ^irtaby and 
Dtiapaar y agues, but rare fince the com- 
mencement of the Kake yogue, becaufe in 
this age the delinquent Debtah in general are 
deemed utterly reprobate, and hardened in 
their wickednefs beyond the power of coun- 
cilor example s fo that they are in a manner 
left, and given up to their own powersy and 
abandoned to the full influence of Mo/- 
fafoor. But that there are ftill in every 

f Hence the Gentaos dread of killing even by acci« 
dent any thing that has life, as thereby they may not 
only dirpoilefs the fpirits of their allied Debtah^ but 
alfo^ thofe of .the ceieftial Debtah^ who are working 
ibr their icdemption. 

period 
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period of time fome few indances of the de- 
linquents exertion of their own powen for 
their falvation* and that when this is mani- 
fed to God, he permits the celedial Debtab 
inviiibly to aid, confirm, and fupport them. 

Although the Shajiab of Bramah denies 
the prefotence of God refpeiding the actions 
of free^agents, yet the Bramim maintain 
that his knowledge extends to the thoughts of 
every created being, and that the moment a 
thought is conceived by the foul or fpirit, it 
is fympathetically conveyed to God. — It is 
upon this principle that the adorations, pray- 
ers, petitions and thankfgivings, which the 
Gentoos prefer to the Deity himfelf are odered 
in folemn filence; but it is not fo with regard 
Co the invocations and wordiip, indituted by 
the Aughtorrah BbaJe to be paid to the fu bi- 
ordinate celedial beings, for thefe are ad- 
drefled in loud prayer, joined to the clang 
of various mulical indruments. 

We have already (lightly touched on the 
religious veneration paid to the Ghoij in a 
particular didriid of Bengali^ although it is 
beyond doubt, that their devotion to this ani- 
mal was univerfal throughout Indojlan in 
former times. — The original fource of this 
regard, was of a two fold nature, as a reli- 
gious 
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giousand political inftitution: firA, in’a reli- 
gious fenfe ; as holding in the rotation of th£ 
Metempjycbo/ift the rank immediately pre- 
ceding the human form ; this conception is 
the true caufe of that devout, and fometimcs 
enthufialliC veneration paid to this animated 
form, for the Bramins inculcate that when 
the Gboij fuffcrs death by accident or vio- 
lence, or through the neglcdl of the owner, 
it is a token of God’s wrath againft the 
wickcdnefs of the fpirit of the proprietor^ 
who from thence is warned thai at the dilTo- 
lution of his human form, he will not be 
deemed worthy of entering the firfl Bohoon of 
purification, but be again condemned to return 
to the loweA region of punishment : hence 
it is, that not only mourning and lamenta- 
tion enfue on the violent death of either cow 
or calf — but the proprietor is frequently en- 
joined, and oftener voluntarily undertakes, a 
three years pilgrimage in expiation of his 
crime, forfaking his family, frienGs and re- 
lations, he fubfifts during his pijgrimage on 
charity and aims. — It is worthy remark, 
tliat the penitent thus circumftanccd, ever 
meets wuh the deepcll commiferation, as his 
Aatc is deemed truely pitiable -, two inftances 
h-ive fallen within our own knowledge where 
the penitents have devoted themfetves to the 
fervice of God, and a pilgrimage during the 
term o: their life. 


Secondly, 
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Secondly, the Ghoij is venerated by the 
Gentooi in a political ienfe, as being the mod 
ufeful and iiecellary of the whole animal 
creation, to a people forbid feeding on 
flelh, or on any thing that had breathed the 
breath of life ; for it not only yielded to 
them deletdable food, but was otherways 
elTentially fervlccable in the cultivation of 
their lands on which depended their ve- 
getable fublidence. 

The Gentoos hold that the females of all 
animated forms are, more or lefs, favored of 
God, but more eminently in the form of 
Moiyab in the eighty-ninth tranfinigra- 
tion i the word lignihes excellent t and is ap- 
plied to the female of Mburd j Rbaan is the 
common name for woman, though it ufually 
means a married Moiyab, and the Gentoo 
PrincefTes have no higher title than Rhacmee, 
The female or Moiyab of Mburd, is fup- 
pofed to 'jc animated by the mod benign and 
lead culpable of the apodate angels, and 
that from this form, in every period of 
the four Jogues, an infinitely greater number 
of the delinquent fpirits, have entered the 
fird region of purification, than from the 
form of Mburd. 

The hidden death of infants, the Jlramim 
mark 9 the fpirit favored of God, and 
7 that 
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tliat it is immediately received into the bofom 
of Bijinooy (the preferver) and conveyed to 
the iirft region of purification. — The hidden 
death of adults, on the contrary, they pro* 
nouoce a mark of God’s wrath againfl the 
animating fpirit, as it’s term of probation in 

MburJt is cut fliort. The great age of 

man, when it is accompanied with the en- 
joyments of his faculties and underftanding, 
is pronounced by the, Bramim to be the 
grcatcfl bleffing God can beftow' upon this 
mortal flate, as thereby the term of the 
ipirits probation is prolonged i adding that the 
limited fpace of one hundred years, decreed 
by God in the prefent Ac4’^yogi«',isfull fhort 
for the works of repentance and goodnefs, 
and that when the life and underAanding is 
preferved beyond that limited term, it ought 
to be deemed a fignal mark of God’s fpecial 
grace and favor. 

Longevity, in (what we call) the brute 
creation, is by the Bramins cAeemed a mark 
of the great delintjuency of the, rpirits which 
animate thofe tribes, becaufe they are fo long 
debarred and with-held from their great and 
chief Aaie of probation in Mburd . — ^The 
Gentooi cAimate the greater or leffer delin- 
quency of the apoAate fpirits, by the clafs 
of mortal forms they are doomed to inhabit; 

thus. 
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thus, all voracious and unclean animals are 
fuppofed to be animated by the mofl malig. 
nant fpirits 7if a hog or dog touch a Qen- 
toot he is defiled, not from the animal form, 
but from the pcrfwafion, that the Debtab 
animating that form, is a malignant fpirit. 
—Every voracious animal, that inhabits the 
earth, ai^ and waters, and men whole lives 
and adfions are publicly and atrocioully 
wicked, come under** ihat clafs of fpirits.— 
On the contrary, thofe fpirits that animate 
the forms which fubfift on* vegetables, and 
do not prey upon each other, are pronounced 
favored of God. 

The general warfare which is obferved In 
the animal world, whereby the deftruflion 
of one fpecies is the nccefTary fupport and 
fubfldence of others, the Bramins aflert is 
the lot of punifhment decreed by God for 
the mfift guilty of the apoflate angels, who 
are thereby made bis inllruments of punifh- 
ment to t.wh other, every of thefe tribes 
being a delbined prey to one another. — ^Thc 
natural enmity which fbme clafles of ani- 
mals bear to others, whereby they live in a 
continued ftate of war and contention, when- 
ever they meet, although they do not fub- 
lift on each other, proceeds they fay from 
the fame caufe; the delinquent Debtab hiing 

deftined 
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dcAhned as a punishment, in thofe forms to 
exercife that prof>enAty to hatred, envy, and 
axkimofity, on one another, which they had 
fo impotently dared to exert againfl their*' 
Creator. 

The rotation of animal forms dcftincd for 
the habitation of the delinquent Lkbiaht are 
not, fay the Bramins, precifely the fame, on 
repetition of the eighty- nine tranfmigrations ; 
but are arbitrary and refts with the will of 
God ; but it is their belief :hat the lead 
guilty of the Debtab^ tranfinigrate only 
through thofe forms which by their nature 
are dedined to fubdd on the vegetable crea- 
tion i and that the three changes immediately 
preceding the fpirits animating the Gboij 
(that is the eighty-fifth, eighty-fixth, and 
eigbty-feventh) arc into the mod innocent 
of the fpecies of birds^ the goat «nd the 
Jbeept the animals mod favored’ c*f Guo, 
next to the Gbo j and Mburd. — F om hence 
the rigid Bramins execrate with" bitternefs, 
the cruelty of thofe nations, who wickedly 
and wantonly, feletd and daughter the bed 
beloved created forms of God, namely the 
birds, the goat, the Sheep, and the cow, 
to Satisfy their unnatural lud of appetite, 
in defiance not only to his exprefs command 
and prohibition, but in oppoSi.ion to the 

natural 
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natural and obvious conArudlion of the 
mouth and digedive faculties of Mburd^ which 
marks him, dedined with other forms mod; 
favored of God, to feed and fublid on the fruits 
and produce of the earth with the additional 
bleiTing of the milk of the Gboij, and of 
other animals. — For this degeneracy, they 
account go otherwife, than piouHy lamenting 
the pitiable date of Mburd^ dnee the com- 
mencement of the licUe Jogue, adding, that 
by jud confcquence the tranfgreflion carries 
its punUhmefit along with it, for by this af- 
femblage of unnatural and forbidden food, 
variety of difeafes are entailed, which cut 
fliort the term of probation in Mburd^ by 
which the delinquent fpirit robs himfelf of 
more than half of that fpace of indulgence 
and trial which his Creator has gracioufly 
bedowed upon him, and which he by a frelh 
indance of his difobcdience, ungratefully 
rejedls. 

Ovid his fifteenth book of Metamorpbo^ 
fti introduc».s Pythagoras diduading mankind 
from killing and feeding on his fellow crea« 
tures. Our readers will excufe us, if we tranf- 
cribc fuch parts of his pathetic arguments, 
as are dridly in point with the fubjcA of the 
preceding paragraph. 

*• He 
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He firft the taftc of flcfli, from tables drovq. 
And argued well, if arguments could move, 

O moruls ! from your fcUows bipod 9bftairi» 

Nor uiiit your bodies, with a food prophane ; 

While corn and pul ft: by nature are bellow'd. 

And planted orchards bend their .willing load ; 

While labor’d gardens wholcfomc herbs produce. 

And teeming vines,, afi'ord their gen Vous juices 
Nor tardier fruits of cruder kind are loft. 

But tam’d by fire or mellow’d by the froft ; 

While kinc to palls, diftendtd udders bring. 

And bees their honey, redolent of fpring ; 

While earth, not only can your needb fupply. 

But lavifli of her florcs, provides for luxury j 
A guiltlefs feaft, adminifters with eafe. 

And without blood, is prodigal to pleafe ; 

Wild beafts their maws, with their flain brethren 
And yet not all , — for fomc refufc to kill ; 

Sheep, goats, and oxen, and the nobler fteed. 

On browfe and corn, and flow’ry meadows feed j 
Bears, tigers, wolves, the angry lions brood, 

Whom heaven endu’d with principles of bloody 
He wifely fundcr’d, from the reft to yell. 

In foreft, and in lonely eaves to dwell ; 

Where ftrongcr beafts, opprefs the wen'. )y night, 
And all in prey, and purple feafts delight, 

** O impious ufe ! to Nature’s laws oppofeJ, 
Where bowels arc, in others bowels doled ; 

Where fatten’d, by their fellow’s fat they thrive. 
Maintain’d by murder, and by death, they live ^ 

’Tjs 
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*Tis then for nouj^ht^ that mother Earth provides 
The Aoresuf all ihe (how9» and all (he hides; 

If men with fle(hy morfels muft be fed, 

And chaw with bloody teeth the breathing bread ; 
What clfc is this, but to devour our ^uefts^ 

And barb’roufly renew Cyclopean feafts. 

Wc by deflroying life, our life fuftain. 

And gorge th’ ungodly maw» with meats obfccne, 

*• Not fo the golden age, who fed on fruit. 

Nor durft with bloody m^als their mouths pollute ; 
Then birds, in airy fpace, might fafely move, 

And timVous hares on heaths fccurdy rove. 

Nor needed hfli the guileful hooks to fear, 

E^or all was peaceful, and that peace (Incerc. 
Whoever was the wTCtch, and curs'd be he. 

That envy'd firft, our food's fimplicity ; 

The elTay of bloody feafts, on brutes began. 

And after forged the fw'ord to murder man ; 

Had he the (harpened ftecl, alone employed 
On bcafts of prey, which other beads deftroyed. 

Or man invaded, with their fangs and paws, 
i'his had been juilifyed by Nature’s laws. 

And felf d( ^cnce : — but who did feads begin 
Of flefli, } - drctch’d necclEty, to fin. 

To kill man-k'llers, man has law'ful pow'er. 

But not the extended licence to devour. 

111 habits gather, by unfeen degrees. 

As brooks make rivers, rivers run to fcas ; 

The fow, wdth her broad fnout, for rooting up, 

Th’ entruded feed, was judg’d to fpoil the errj) ; 
And intercept the fwcaiing farmer’s hope. 

Part II, G The 
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The oovetous chur], of unforgiving kincff 
The ofTender to the bloody prieft reflgn'd ; 

Her hunger was no plea, for that ihe dy*d ^ 

The goat came next in order to be tried. 

The goat had crop’d the tendrils of the vine^ 7 
In vengeance the laity, and clergy join, > 

Where one had loft his profit, one his wine. 3 
Here was, atJeaft, Tome ihadow.of offence^ > 

The Iheep was facriiiced. on no pretence, ^ 

But meek, and unrcblting innocence. ' 

A patient, ufeful creature, born to bear^ 

The warm and woolly fleece, that cloth'd her murderer; 
And daily to give down the milk fhe bred, 

A tribute for the grafs on which ft>e fed ; 

Living both food and raiment (lie fuppiies, 

And is of leaft advantage, when (he dies. 

How did the Coiling ox, his death deferve, 

A downright limpte drudge, and born to ferve; 

O tyrant ! with what juftice can*ft thou hope ? 

The promife of the year a plenteous crop. 

When thou dcftroy’ft thy laboring ftcer,. who till’i 
And plough'd with pain, thy clfc ungrateful Add j 
From his yet reeking neck, to draw theyo>e. 

That neck with which the furly clo 4 s ho f roke ; 

And to the hatchet, yield thy hufbandman. 

Who flniihcd autumn, and the fpring began*. 

“ Nor this alone ! but heaven itfelf to bribe. 

We to the gods, our impious acts aferibe; 

Firft recompcnce with death, their creatures toil. 
Then call the blcft above to (hare the fpoiK 
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The faireft viftim, muft the powers appeafc 
(So fatal ^is fometimes too much to plaafe) 

A purple fillet his broad brow adorns. 

With flow’ry garlands crownM and gilded hornst 
He hears the muTd'rous prayer the prieft prefers^ 

But underfiands not f ’tls his doom he hears : 

Beholds the meal, betwixt his temples cafl:, 

(The fruitiand product of his labors paft,) 

And in the water, views perhaps the knife. 

Uplifted to deprive him bis life; 

Thun broken up alive, his entrails fees 
Torn out for piiCfta the gods decrees. 

From whence, O mortal man ? this guft of JHooi 
Have yoQ deriv’d ? and interdiAcd food f 
Be caught by me, this dire delight to {huri. 

Warn’d by my preceptS| by my practice, wons 
And when you eat the wcll-deferving beaft. 

Think, on the lab’rer of your field, you feaft. 

Then let hot piety be put to flight. 

To plcaTc the tafte of glutton appetite ; 

But fuffer inmate fouls fecurc to dwell. 

Left fioni tj eir feats your parents you expcll^ 

With rabid hunger feed upon your kind. 

Or fiom a bealt diflodge a brother’s mind.” 

That Tythagorai carried fuch fentiments 
from the Bratnim, and labored to obtrude 
them upon his countrymen, is bevend con- 
trovcrly ; the pathetic perfwafives he urged 
to them in that age to abllain from the 

G 2 feeding 
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feeding on their brethren of the creation^ 
proved however as ineifciflual then, as wd 
conceive it would be in the prefent, the nmre’s 
the pity— for it is to be feared we (hall to 
the end of the chapter— Rife, kill, and eat. 

Regarding the defeription (which Ov/J 
puts in the mouth of Pythagoras j of the 
ancient religious facrihees, we mud in julfice 
to the Bratnins fay he could not borrow it 
from them; in this particular the original 
religious tenets of the Gentoos differ from all 
the ancients, (or they were drangers to thofe 
bloody facrifices and oderings ; neither of the 
Gentoo Bbadet having the lead alludon to that 
mode of worfhipping the deity; and the 
Bramim fay, nothing but Moifafoor himfelf 
could have invented fo infatuated and cruel 
an inditution, which is manifedly fo repug- 
nant to the true fpirit of devotion, and 
abhorrent to the Eternal one. 

That every animal form is end* .cd, with 
cogitation, memory and refledihn, is one of 
the mod edablifhed tenets of the Bramim ; 
indeed it mud conl^uentially be fo, on the 
fuppofed Metempfyebofis of the apodate 
fpirits, through ihcfc mortal forms.— Every 
date of the delinquent fpirits abode in 
the eight Boboons, they fay, is a date of 

humilia* 
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humiliation, puniHiment and purgation, 
-that of M bur a not excepted; and that the 
purpofe of the Eternal onc would be dc^ 
feated by himfclf, had he not etidued them 
with rationality and a confciouTnefs of their 
lituation."— — In the form of Mburd alone, 
is the fpirit’s ilate of probation, becaufe in 
this form only, he again becomes an abfolute 
and free agent i and in tins alone lies the 
difference between Mburd, and the reft of the 
animal created forms, for in thefe, the fpirit’s 
intelle£tual«faculties are circumferibed, more 
or lefs,by the varied conftruiflion of (he forms, 
and limited within certain bounds, which 
they cannot e](cee4)‘^that confeioufnefs of 
thofe confined powers, and envy at the fu> 
periour ftate of Mhurd^ ConfUtutes their chief 
puniftiment ; that this unccaftng envy, and 
rejenimcnt of the ufurped tyranny which 
Mburd over the animal creation (from 
the beginning of the l^olee^ague ) are the caufes 
which made them in general (hun his fo> 
ciety, a A live in a ftate of enmity with 
him, according to the force of tfic natural 
powers, which the Eternal one has en- 
dued them with ; that where fomc of the 
fpecies appear an exception tp this genera} 
bent, it proceeds from the weaknefs of tbeir 
natural powers ; or the fuperiour craft and 
fubtility of Mburd, who firft deceitfully 

G 3 allured 
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Allaoed them to ilavery and dcAruAion.— 
That neither tiny or enmity in the aninaat 
created forms, nor ufurped tyranny on the 
part of Mburdt bad exiHence in tfaie breads 
of either, before the beginning of the Kalte 
yogue^ when a untveri'al degeneracy of al- 
mod all the remaining unpurihed Debtab 
prevailed through all their mortal Torms-^ 
which until that period had lived in amity 
and harnaony, as confeious of being involved 
under the fame fentence and difpleafore of 
their Creator i and laftly-— That the ufurped 
tyranny pf Mhurd over the reft of the de^ 
linquent angels was difplealing to the Eternal 
ONE, and will be a charge exhibited againft 
the fpirit by ‘Biftnoo at the diftblution of 
Mburd^ for that in place of cheriftiing the 
unhappy delinquents during their date of 
humiliation and punifhment, they do, by the 
force of their tyrannic ufurpation, labor 
to make their date more miferable, than the 
Eternal one intended it (hould be, in viola- 
tion of his exprefs injunction, that tjry Jhoul4 
love one another. 

The Bramins hold, that every didinCt 
fpecies of animal creation have a compre- 
henfive mode of communicating their ideas, 
peculiar to themfclycs ; and that the Metemp 
7 Jycboftt 
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fycbofis of the delinquent fpirits extends 
through every organifed body, even to the 
fmaiieil: infcd and reptile j — they highly ve- 
nerate the bee, and ibme fpecics of the ant, 
and conceive the fpirits animating thofe 
forms are favored of God, and that its in- 
telle(flual faculties, are more enlarged under 
4hem, fhan’tn mud others. 

Although we have already fhewn that the 
bKx)dy facrifices of the ancients was no p.irt 
of the GentOb tenets, yet there fubfifts amongfl 
thena at this day, a voluntary facrijice, of 
too lingular a nature, to pafs by us unno- 
ticed; the rather as it has been frequently 
mentioned by various authors, without we 
conceive that knowledge and perfpicuity 
which the matter calls for ; (he facribce we 
allude to, is the Genfoo wives burning with 
the bodies of their derenfed bu (hands 'Vr 
have taken no Itnall pains to invefiigate this 
feeming cruel cuftom, and hope we lhall be 
able to t jrow fame latisfad'tory lights on this 
very cxtrao.'dinary fubjedl, which has hi- 
therto beeq hid in oblcurity ; in oidtr to 
which we will fird remove one or tw'o ob- 
druftions that lie in our way, and hinder our 
nearer and more perfect viewr of it. 
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The caufe commonly ^{ligned for the 
origin of this facrifice (peculiar to the wives 
of this nation) is» that it was a law t<mjli~ 
tuted to put a period to a. wicked praSlice that 
the Gentoos wives had of poifonwg their btf~ 
hands \ — for this aflertion vve cannot trace 
the fmallefl; femblance of truth, and indeed 
the knowh that the facrifice ipuft be 
voluntary, of it’s fclf refutes that common, 
miftake. — It has alCo bcvn a received opinion, 
that if the wife rfufes to burn, Jhe Ufes her 
cajl (or tribe) and is fiamped j>itb difgrace 
and infamy, an opinion equally vpid of 
foundation in fa^ as the other — ^The real 
ilate of this cale is thuscircumftanccd. — ^Tbc 
firft wife (for the Gentoa laws allow bigamy, 
although they frequently do not ^oefic 
themfelves of the indulgence, if they have 
iiTue by the nrft) has it in her choice to 
burn, but is not permitted to declare her re- 
folutioo before twenty-four hours' after, the 
deceafe of her hufband — if (he refufes, the 
right devolves to the fecond,*— if et.her, after 
the expiration of twenty-four hours, publicly 
declare, before the Bramim ^nd witnejfes, 
their refolutlon to burn, they cannot then 
retraA. If they both refufe at the expira- 
tion of that term, the wor(i confcquence 
that attends their refulal, is lying under the. 
Imputation of being w.anting to their own 

honor,' 
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|ionor, purification, and the profperity of their 
family* for from tlicir infancy, they are in- 
ftru(5^d by the houfehold Branun to look, 
iipon this catafltopbe, as n^ofl glorious to 
thernfeives^ and beneficial to their children : 
the truth is, that the children of the 
wife who burns, become thereby illuflrious, 
and are fought after in marriage by the molf 
opulent and honourable of their cafi, and 
fometimes received Luto a call fuperiour to 
their own. 

That the Bramim take unwearied paiua 
to encourage, promote, and confirm in the 
minds of the Gentoo wives, ibis fpirit of 
Imrning^ is certain (their motives for it, the 
penetration pf opr readers may by and by 
probably difeover) and although they feldom 
iofe their labor, yet inflances happen, where 
fear, or love of life, feis at nought all thc|r 
preaching; for it fometimes falls out that the 
lirfl wife refufes, and the fccond burns ; at 
others, they both refufc; and as but one 
pan burn, 4^ happens, that when the 
fecond wife has ifTue by the deceafed, and 
the hrfl none, there cpmnaonly pnfues a 
violent contention between them, which of 
the two fhall make the facrifice ; but this 
^ifpute is generally determined by the 
mins, in favor of the firft, unlefs fhe is pre- 
3 vailed 
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vailed on by pcffwafion, or other motives to 
wave her right, in favor of the fecond.-^ 
Having elucidated thele matters, we wil) 
proceed to give our readers the beft account, 
we have been able to obtain of the origin 
of this remarkable cullom. 

At the demiie of the mortal part of the 
Gentoo's great Law-giver and Prophet Bra- 
mah, his wives, imOnfolable for his lofs, 
refolved not to furvive him, and odercd 
themfelves voluntary vidtims on his funeral 
pile. — ^Thc wives of the chief Raiabi, the 
firft officers of the date, being unwilling to 
have it thought that they were deficient in 
fidelity and affedlion, followed the heroic 
example fet them by the wives of Bramah j 
—the Bramins (a tribe then newly condi- 
tuted by their great legiflator) pronounced 
and declared, that the delinquent fpirits of 
theft heroines f immediately ceafed Jrom their 
tranfmigratious, and had entered the frft 
Bepoon of purif cation— -Ai followed, that their 
wives claimed a right of making the fame 
facrlfice of their mortal forms to God, and 
the TPanes of their deceafed hufliandsj— 
The wives of every Gent'o caught the cn- 

.thufiadic (now pious) flame. Thus the 

heroic adls of a fVw women brought about 
a general cullom, the Bramins had given it 

th' 
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th ftamp of religion^ they foiiled it into th? 
Cbatab and Augbtorrah Bbades» and infti* 
tuted the forms and ceremonials that were to 
accompany the facrihee, ftrained fome ob-r 
feure palibgcs of Bramah's Chartah Bbadt, 
to countenance their declared fetife of the 
adion, and ei^abl idled it as a religious tenet 
throughoflt Indcjlan^ fubjed to the reftric- 
tions before recited, which leaves it a volun- 
tary ad of glory, pifty and fortitude. -" - 
Whether the Bramins were linccre in their 
declared fenft, and confecration of this ad, 
or had a view to the iecuring the fidelity of 
their own wives, or were adluated by any 
pthcr motives, we will not determine.——— 

.When people have lived together to ait 
advanced age, in mutual ads of confidence, 
friendship and affedion ; the facrifice a Gen^ 
foo widow; makes of her perfon (under fuch 
an aifeding circumdance as the lofs of friend 
and hulband) feems lefs an objed of wonder ; 
• - -- but when we fee women in the bloom 
of youth, and beauty, in the calm pofiTcfilon 
pf their reafqn and underdanding, with af- 
tonidling fortitude, fet at nought, the tender 
confiderations of parents, children, friends, 
and the horror and torments of the death 
|hey court, we cannot refid viewing fuch 

an 
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an adl, and iuc|i a vidtim, with te^rs ^ 
commifcratioo, awe and reverence. 

We have been prefent at many of tliei^ 
facrihees: in fpnrte of the vidlitns, we have 
obferved a pitiable dread, tremor, and re- 
ludtance. that ilrongly fpoke repentance for 
their dechared rejolution ; but it wrs now too 
late to retradl, or retreat j Biflnoo was loait- 
ing for the tthe felt doomed vic-r 

tim difeovers want of courage and fortitude, 
ihp is yvith gentle force obliged to afeend 
the pile, where Ihe is held down with long 
poles, held by men on each iide of the pile, 
unti} the flames reach her ; her fereams and 
cries, in the mean time, being drowned 
apaidA the deafening noife of loud muhek, 
and the acclamations of the multitude.— rr<-T* 
Others we have feen go through this fiery 
trial, with moA amazing Aeady, calm, re- 
folution, and joyous fortitude.-—^ — It will 
not we hope be unacceptable, if we prefent 
our readers with ap ioAance of the latter, 
which happened fome years pjA at the Eqfi 
Jndi^ company’s fadtory at Cqfimbuzaart 
in the time of Sir Francis chieffliip ; 

the author^ and feveral other gentlemen of 
the fadlory yyere prefent, fome of whom are 
now living »from a narrative, whi<;h tb? 
author then tranfmitted to England he ia 

no\y 
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tiovir enabled to give the particulars of this 
znoft remarkable proof of female fortitude, 
and condanc/t 

At five of the clock on the morning of 
the 4th of February t 1742-3, died Rbaam 
Cbund Pundit of the Mababrattor tribe, aged 
twenty- eight years; his widow (for He had but 
one wife) aged between feventeen and eighteen, 
as foon as he expired,*^ difdaining to wait the 
term allowed her for refledlion, immediately 
declared to tHb Bramint and witnefies prefent 
her refolution to burn ; as the family was of 
no fmall confideration, all the merchants of 
Coffimlnizaar, and her relations, left no ar- 
guments uneifayed to diiTuade her from it— 
Lady Rujfelt with the tendered humanity, fent 
her leveral medages to the fame purpofe 
the infant date of her children (two girls 
and a boy, the elded not four years of age) 
and the terrors and pain of the death die 
Ibught, were painted to her in the dronged 
and mod lively colouring— (he was deal to 
all,— (he gratefully thanked Lady Rufell^ 
and fent her. word Jhe bad now nothing to 
live for, but recommended her children to her 
proteSiion. — When the torments of burning 
were urged in terrorem to her, (he with a re- 
folved and calm countenance, put her finger 
into the fire, and held it there a confiderable 

* time. 
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(Jiiie, (lie then with one hand put (ire id 
the palm of the other, fprinklcd incenfe od 
it, and fumigated the Bramiru. The confi-. 
deration of her children left deditutc of a 
parent was a^ain urged to hcf.*-^Shc replied, 
he that made themy •would take tare of them . — 
She was at lad given to underdand, (he 
(hould not be permitted to burfl • ; this for 
a (hort fpace feemed to give her deep afflic- 
tion, but foon recoUcflmg hcrfelf, (he tdid 
them, death nvas in her power ^ and that if fhe 
noas not allowed to bunty according to the 
principles oj her caji , Jke would Jlarve her felf.—i 
Her friends,, finding her thus peremptory and 
refolved, were obliged at lad; to afliint. 

** The body of the deceafed was carried 
down to the water fide, early the following 
morning, the widow followed about ten 
o’clock, accompanied by three very principal 
BraminSy her children, parents, and ' 
and. a numerous concourfe of people. The 
order ^ leave for her burning did not arrive 
from Hojfeyn Khany Fcuxdaar of Morjhadd-- 
body until after one, and it was tlien brought 
by one of the Soubab’s own officers, who 

• 7'hc Gintoos arc not permitted to burn, witboirt 
an order from the Mihommedan government, am! this 
permH&on is €OQnmQn>y made a pcrquiiite of 

bad 
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had orders to fee that flic burnt volunta- 
rily. — — — The time they waited tor the 
order was employed in praying with the 
Brantins, and watliing in the Ganges ; as 
foon as it arrived, Hie retired and dayed for 
the fpace of half an hour in the midd of 
her female relations, amongd whom was 
her mother j (he then diveded herfelf of her 
bracelets, and other ornameois, and tyed 
them in a cloth, whish hung like an apron> 
before her, and was condu<ded by her 
female relations to one corner of the pile ; 
on the pile was an arched arbor formed of 
dry dicks, boughs and leaves, open only ab 
one end to admit her entrance ; in this the 
body of the deceafed was depolited, his heatl 
at the end oppoiite to the opening. — At tli* 
corner of the pile, to which, (he had been 
condutded,. the Bramin had made a fmali 
(ire, round which (he'‘aod the three Bra* 
mins fat for fome minutes, one of them gavat 
into her hand a leaf of the bale tree (the 
wood commonly confecrated to form part pf 
the funeral pile) with fundry things on it,' 
which (he threw into the (ire ; one of the 
others gave tier a fecond leaf, which (he held 
over the flame, whild he dropped three times 
fome ghee on it, which melted, and full intp 
the fire (thefc two operations, were prepa- 
ratory fynibols of )ter approaching di&lutioiv 
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h whilft they were performing 

this, the third Bramin read to her (c>nAe 
portions of the Augbtorrab Bbade^ and aiked 
her fome queftions, to which Hie anfwered 
with a ileady, and ferene countenance ; but 
the noife was fo great, we could not' under- 
hand what £he faid, although we were with- 
in a yard of her. — Thefe over, {he was led 
with great folemnity three times round the 
pile, the Bramins reading before her j when 
ihe came the third time to the fmall hre, 
file flopped, took her rings off her toes and 
fingers, and put them to her other orna- 
ments ; here flie took a folemn majeflic leave 
of her children, parents, and relations j after 
which, one of the Bramins dip’d a large 
wick of cotton in fome ghee, and gave it 
ready lighted into her hand, and led her to 
the open fide of the arbor ^ there, alV the 
Bramins fell at her feet;— ——after fhe bad 
blefied them, they retired weeping;— by 
two Heps, (he afeending the pile and entered 
the arbor; on her entrance, fhe made a 
profound reverence at the foet of the de- 
ceafed, and advanced and feat^d herfelf by 
his head ; fhe looked, in filent meditation 
on his face, for the fpace of a minute, then 
fet fire to the arbor, in three places ; obferv- 
ing that fhe had fet fire to leeward, and that 
the flames blew from her, inflantly feeing 

her 
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her error (he rofe, and fet fire to windward^ 
and refumed her ftation ; eniign Daniel with 
his cane, I'cparated the gral's and leaves on. 
the windward (ide, by which means we had 
a did^indt view of her as (he (at. With what 
dignity, and undaunted a countenance, (he 
fet hre to the pile the lad time, and alTumed 
her (eat, «an only be conceived, (or words 
cannot convey a jnd idea of her.~The pile 
being of combuftible matters, the fupporters 
of the roof were prefcntly confumed, and it 
tumbled upon her.” 

Wc fee our fair country-women (liudder 
at an adion, which we fear they will look 
upon, as a proof of the higheft infatuation 
in their fcx. — Although it is not our intcn> 
lion here to defend the tenets of the Bramins, 
yet wc may be allowed to offer fome judiii- 
cation on behalf of the Gentco women in the 
adion before us — L.ct us view it (as wc (hould 
every other adion) without prejudice, and 
without keeping always in light our own 
tenets and cudoms, and prepoll'e (lions that 
too generally jefuU thereirom, to the injury 
of others ; — if wc view thefe women in a juft 
light, we lliall think more candidly of them, 
and confeis they ad upon heroic, as well as 
rational and pious principles : In order to this 
wc muft cunlidcr them as a race of females 

Part 11. PI trained 
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trained from their infancy, in the full convic- 
tion of their ceUJiialranki and that this world*, 
and the corporeal form that inclofcs them, is 
defined by God, the one as their place of 
puniOiment, the other as their priibn.— — 
That their ideas are confequently raifed to 
a Toothing degree of dignity befiting angelic 
beings. — They are nurfed and" inftruded in 
the firm faith — that this voluntary facrifice, 
is the mod glorious period of their lives> 
and. that thereby the celedial Tpirit is re- 
leafed from its tranfmigrations, and evils of 
a miferable exidence, and dies to join the 
Tpirit of their departed hulband, in a date of 
purification; add to this, the Tubordinate 
coofideration of railing the ludre of their cbil> 
dren, and of contributing by this adtion to 
their temporal profperhy ; — all thefc it muft 
be owned arc prevalent motives, for chcar- 
fully embracing death, and fetting at nought 
every common attachment which the weak- 
nefs of humanity urges, for a longer exidence 
in a world of evil.— Although thefe princi- 
ples are in general To diametrically contrary to 
the prevailing Tpirit, and 'genius of our fair 
country-women, who (from a happy train 
of education) in captivating amufements and 
didipation, find charms fudicient in this 
worlds to engage their wilhes for a perpetual 
7 refidenev 
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fcfidence in it ; yet we will depend on their 
natural goodnefs of heart, generofity and 
candor, that they will in future look on thefei 
their Gfntoo fillers of the creation, in a 
more favorable, and confident light, than 
probably they have hiihcirto done ; and not 
deem th({f aciion an infatuation, which re- 
fults from princip’c. Let them alfo recolletfl 
that their own hiftoyr affords illuftrious ex- 
amples in both fexes of voluntary facrifices 
by fire, becaufc they would not fubferibe 
even to a different mode of profefTing the 
fame faith. Befidcs — a contempt of death, 
is not peculiar to the women of India^ it is 
the charailcriftic of the nation ; every Gentoo 
meets that moment of diflblution, with a 
ffeady, noble, and philofophic refi^nation, 
flowing from the cffablillied principles of 
their faith. 

Before we clofe this fobjedt, we will men- 
tion one or two more particulars relative to 
it. — It has been already remarked in a mar- 
ginal note, that the Gentoo women are not 
allowed to 'burn, without an order of leave 
from the Mahommedan government j it is 
proper alfo to inform our readers this pri- 
vilege is never withheld from them. — There 
have been inftances known, when the vi<ftim 
has, by Europeans, been foreeably refeued 
H 2 from 



( loo ) 

from the pile ; it is currently laid and be- 
lieved (how true we will not aver) that the 
wife t,f Mr. ycb Charrwck was by him . 
fnatched from this facrifice ; be this as it 
may, the outrage is confidercd by the Gen- 
tooi^ an atrocious, and wicked violation of 
their facred rites and privileges. 

Having now brought our fourth general 
head to a conclufion, ahd faithfully, to the 
bed of our knowledge (with the materials we 
are pofic/led of) exhibited the original tenets 
of the ancient Bramms^ according to the 
fit ft book of Bramah's Char tab Bbade ; 
and having in our remarks given fuch elu- 
cidations as we thought our fubjedt called 
for, we fubmit our imperfedl work (for 
imperfedl we muft ft ill call it) with all due 
deference to the public } hoping that fome 
more capable head and hand, will be fti- 
mulated by our endeavours, to produce a 
more full, and fatisfadtory relation, of the 
reft of his dodtrines. — A large field is yet 
left open, for the exercife of mduftry and 
talents. Bramah's fir ft fedlion o^his fecond 
book on the creation of this globe, will be 
tlic fubjedt of our next general head.- — — 
His third book diredling the plain and 
fimple modes of worftiip to be paid to God, 
and the three primary created beings, and 
i his 
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Ills fourth fublime hook, (which the Genfoos 
<ommonly call Bramah Ka, Jnfojf Bhadc, 
or, Bramah's book of jullice) wherein is 
exprefly lecited and enjoine 1, the’duties and 
oflices, which the delinqu.nt Drhtab fliall 
obferve and pay to each other ; thefc two 
l.ift mentioned books, and part ol the fecond, 
we fay, m«ll lie in oblivion, until fome 
one, bleflcd with opportunity, hifurc, ap- 
plication, and gcni»v, brings them to light. 

T/ji' Efid of the Ecurth Chapter. 
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C FI A P. V. 

Of jbe Creation of the Worlds, 


INTRODUCTION. 

I N the fifth feiflion of opr lafl general 
head, Bramah recites, that the Eternal 
ONE, (after he ha4 promulged his gracious 
intention, of mitigating the punifhment of 
the fallen angels, at the interccllion of the 
remaining faithful hoft j) “ retired into 
himfelf, and became invifible to them, for 

the fpace of five thoufind years.” In his 

introduction to the act of creation of the 
worlds in his fecond book, he takes agaii> 
occalion to repeat the above mentioned paf- 
fage, and explains it by an inference, that 
during THAT SPACE, the Eternal one wa$ 
employed in meditation on his intended new 
creation; — and althcyagh it appears, from 
the fame fe£lion, that this ftupendous work, 
was produced by oti jnjlantamous Jiat of the 
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Deity, yet Bramah, to difplay the infinite 
^nd amazing wlfdom of his Creator, enters 
into a fublime, and philofophic diiquifuion 
and defeription, of his modes (it we may 
be allowed the cxprerilon) and manner of 
creation, in the marvellous conftrudtion of 
the fifteen Boboons, that conftitute the Dun- 
neaboudah, oj- univerfc ; — thefe deferiptions, 
he couclies under allegories, then commonly 
and familiarly underAood, at which the rea- 
der will the lefs wonder, when he knows, 
that at this day it is the ufual mode of con- 
verfing, amongft well educated Gentm. 

In this exhibition of infinite wifdom, Bra- 
mah gives a fliort, Ample and elevated def- 
eription, of each of the fifteen Baboons, their 
fituation, their rank, and peculiar deftina- 
tion, with the appellations appropriated to 
the angelic inhabitants, in their progreflive 
paffage from one fphere to another. Our 
memory only fupplies us with the names of 
the fojourners of the ninth, fifth, fixth and 
feventb, that is, the firft, and three iaft of 
the feven regions of purification, to wit, the 
fphercs of the Pereetb logue *, the Munnoo 


* Logttt, literally people. PtrtCh logut, purified 
people, 

H 4 • iogue. 
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hgue the Debt ah logiie -j-, and the hir- 
mab logue in the laft mentioned fphere, 
according to the Bramins computation, a 
complete day is equal to twenty-eight Afa«- 
nunturs of vulgar time. (Vid. fixth or next 
general head.) 

On the foundation of Bramah'% delcrip- 
tion of the fifteen Baboons, the compilers of 
the Aughtorriih Bhade have railed an elabo- 
rate chimerical fuperdruclure : that confounds 
the underllanding. 

As the Bramins conceptions and calcula- 
tion of the age and future duration of the 
univerfe, will be the fubje£l of our next 
general head, we lhall fay nothing more of 
it here,, than to remind our readers, that 
they date it’s exillence from the rebellious 
angels being releafed from the Onderab. 

We again lament the lofs of our materials, 
which confines us to the eighth fedion of 

* J\'Iunnoo logue, people of contemplation, from mun, 
or man, thought, rejteiiion, alludes t5 God’s being 
worfliipped in this fphere in filenc meditacion. 

t In this fphere the angels are firft fuppofed to re- 
gain properly their title of Debtah. 

i lit this fphere the delinquents are fuppofed to be 
cleanfed from the pollution of their (in, regenerated, 
and fit to enter again tbs Mahah Surgo, and to be re- 
admitted to the prefence of their Creator. 

Bramab'i 



Bramah’s fccond book that treats only of 
ihccreation of this terreftrial planet, to which 
we will now proceed, premifing that it is 
dilhnguilhed by the title of the eighth Bo- 
bm of Murto, which literally lignilies the 
region of earth. 
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SECT. VIII. 

Birtnabab * or Creation. 

♦* And it was that when the 

“ Eternal one, relblvtd to form the 
** now creation of thtt JD’innftihou- 
“ daht he gave the rule of Mahab 
“ Surge to his hrft created Birmab, 
“ and became invifiblc to the whole 
“ angelic hoft. 

When the Eternal one, firfl began 
** his intended new creation of the 
Dunneaboudakt he was oppoled by two 
** mighty OJJoors if*, which proceeded 
** from the nvax of Brum’s ear; and 
** their names were Modoo ^ and Jl^’/oo (j. 

** And the Eternal one, contended 
“ and fought with Modoo and Kytoo, 
** five thoufand years, and he fmote 

• This title is prefixed to every fedion of Bramah’s 
fecond book, Birmah in the figurative 'fenfe (before 
explained) fignifying crealicn, 

t The common appellation given to giants^ but iii 
varioufly uft d in the Shajiahy to exprefs cxcrejcencty ex* 
irettoriy and ftcretiunn 

J Difcardy emnitj H CcnfyJioHy tumult. 

** them 
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“ them cn his thigh ♦, and they were 
hji and afliniilatcd with Murto. 

** And it was,— that when Modoo 
and Kyioo were fubdued, the Eternal 
** ONii emerged from his ftatc of in- 
viability, and glory cncompaffed him 
on cycry fide ! 

** And the Eternal one fpoke, and 
faid, Thou Btrmab -f* (halt create and 
** form all things that fhall be made 
** in the new creation of the fifteen 
<< Boboom of punhhment, and purifi- 
cation, according to the powers of the 
** fpirit, wherewith thou (halt be in'* 

“ fpired. And thou, Biflnoo ;f, flialt 

“ iuperintend, cherifli, and preferve all 
** the things and forms which (hall be 
** created.— —And thou, Sieb |), (halt 
change^ or dejiroy^ all creation, ac- 
cording to the powers, wherewith J 
f* will inveft thee.” 


* Reduced them to fubjeAion, or obedience : touch- 
tng the ihighf^taongHt the ancient Geittooc, was a tolceif 
of fulije£lion, 

t Power of creation. Vid. introduction to the fourth 
chapter. 

:( Preferver. V id. introduction to the fourth chapter. 

I Mutiktory dejtrofer. Vid. introduction, &c. 

“ And 
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“ And when Birmab^ Bijlnco, and 
“ Strh, had heard the words of the 
“ Eternal one, they all bowed obe- 
“ dience *. • 

The Eternal on 5 fpokc again, 
and faid to Birmab, Do thou begin 
thf creation and lorit^ation of the 
*' eighth Bobocn^of punishment and^ro- 
** bat ion., even the Boboon of Murto, 
“ according to the powers of the fpiric 
“ wherewith I have endued thee, and 
** do thou, BiJinoOf proceed to execute 
thy part. 

And w'hen Brum "f- heard the 

command, which the mouth of the 

“ Eternal on f, had uttered ; he fti aight- 

** ways formed a leaf of beetle, and he 

** floated on the beetle leaf over the lur- 

f.icc of theyboale ; and the children X 

“ of Mci.ioo arid K.toi, fled betu;c 

✓ 

* The foregoing exordium of the peroral afl of 
creation of the Dum::nl preteejs cve-ry crie oi 
me tifiecii itclion^ i.f ti'*uvich\ Itcond b^ok. 

t anJ arc, in the act ol creaiion, fy-* 

n .nitnous tcims. 

% SuppfUd remains of difcorihint matter, 'f 

luppofcd the firft princi| lcs of things prior to 
the cieation ot the univcife, to have bicn in a fluid 
Aaic. 


’* him, 
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** him, and vanilhed from his prc- 
“ fence. 

** And when the agitation of the 
** yhoale had fubiided, by the powers 
** of the fpirit of Brumj Btjinoo ftraight- 
“ ways transformed himfclf into a 
m 'fghtf boar *, and defcending into 
“ the abyfs of yhoale , he brought up 
“ the iW//r/o onhis tulks, — Then fpon- 
** taneoufly iifued from him, a mighty 
“ torto^e -f*, and a mighty Jhake 

“ And Bijlnoo put the fnake ere<fl 
** upon the back of the tortoiic, and 
** placed Murto upon the bead of the 
“ fnake. 

And all things were created and 
** formed by Birmab in the eighth 
** Baboon of puniHiment and proLatiout 
even the eighth of Murto^ according 
to the powers -of the fpirit, wherc- 
*' with the Eternal oni; had endued 
“ him* 

• The GtHtets Tymbol of Jtnngth^ becaufp, in pro- 
portion to his fize, he is the ftrongell of all animals, 
t The Gttttoot fymbol of JIaUtitj, 

} The Gtntott fymbol of vuifdtm. 


** And 
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•* And Biftmo took upon him the 
** fuperintendence and charge of all 
** that was created, and formed, by 
** Birmab in the eighth Bo'joon of 
** Murto ; and he cherjfhcd and pre- 
** ferved them, as the words of the 
** Eternal one had diredt^d, and com- 
“ manded.” 

Remarks. 

T N the fame fublimc allegorical manner, 
has Bramab Ac{cr\hcA the creation of^wr- 
Jee and Cbunder and the other twelve 
Boboom of the Dunneahoudob, without pre- 
tending, or aiming to dive into, and explain, 
the principles of matter, or the nature of 
fhofe efTential laws of motion by which the 
Deity guides and governs his creation } the 
wifdom of Bramah has el few here marked 
fuch fruitlcfb enquiries, with the Jiamp of 
prefumption and folly \ and that the know- 
ledge of tlcjef and the mode of the exirtence’ 
of God, is concealed even from the three 
primary created beings ihemfelvcs. 

From the foregoing fpccimcn of the 
creation of the eighth region, as well as 

♦ The Sah. f I'hc 

from 



( in ) 

from Bramah’s hidorical difcuflion of the 
other fourteen, it is mod obvious, that the 
perfonages which he introduces as adtors in 
the work of that creation were intended by 
him to be taken only in a figurative fcnfe, 
as expreflivc oC the three fupreme attributes 
of the Deity, his power to create, his power 
to prtjer^e, and his power to change, oe 
dejlroy, as before hinted *. — For if they were 
to be underdood in Ihy other fenfe, it would 
cxprelly contradi<fl his own text, where he 
reprefents tlfe creation of the Dunneaboudab 
as proceeding from the infiantaneoui Hat 
of the Eternal one ; and a further proof' 
of Bramah’s plain intention, refults from 
his prefixing the fame exordium to each of 
his fedions of creation. 

But as the real fenfe and meaning of the 
allegory (.then clearly underdood by all) was, 
in procefs of time, lod to the generality of 
the Gentooti the compilers of the Cbatab 
and Aughtorrah Bhadei, took the advantage 
(which ignoiancc and time gave them) and 
not only ^ealifed B^amal’a three mydical 
beings, but created alfo a multitude of fubor- 
dinate adtors, and made Dcmi>gods and Oi> 
vinities of them all, indituting particular 
days, fads, and fcdivals, and other exterior 
* Vid. Introdu£tign to the fourth chapter. 

wor/hip. 
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worfliip, to each : — Thus SafyW and Chunier, 
Modoo and KytoOt and a race of their children 
and defeendants, became Demi-gods and 
heroes j and fcorning to confine themfelvcs* 
to the eighth boboon, they ranfacked the 
fourteen, and framed divinities of the prin- 
cipal perfonages which their wild imagina- 
tion fuppo^cd refident in each of them, and 
allotted to them peculiar divine wurfliip, 
which fubfills to this da,y. 

It will not, we hope, be thought an im- 
probable conjedure, if we fay, that the 
allegorical parts of Bramah’s Chart ah Bhade^ 
(which trucly bears a divine fcmblance) being 
thus perverted orgrefly miffaken by the very 
tribe, which he had inllituted guardians over 
it, and being fubfequently communicated to 
the Egyptian Magi, and by them circulated 
through the ftates of Greece t afforded them, ( 
as well as Rome and the whole Weftcrn woi lu, 
ihofe inexhauftiblc fupplies of mythological 
fyjiems, which held their cxiftcnce and au- 
thority even long after the light of chriflia- 
nity had flione upon them. IJut to re- 

fume our more immediate fubjtd. 

The ad of creation of the Baboon of Murto^ 
is reprefented in the annexed plate N® i. 
Vr’hich (with others we lhall have occafion 

to 
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to.prefent to the reader) was drawn by the 
irfftru^tions, and under, the eye of a judicious 
Bramin of the Battezaar tribe, the tribe, 
as before noticed, ufualiy employed in ex- 
pounding the Sbajiabs. 

Brum * is reprefented lying and floating 
on a leaf of bSetle, over the troubled {urfacc 
of the abyfs of 'Jhoalc ; the three primary 
beings appear before* it, in the poflurc of 
adoration, Birmab on the right, Bijinoo in 

the middle, *nd S'teb on the left. On the 

right, above the abyfs, is figured a huge 
hoar^ bearing on his tulks a lump of earth. 
•—On the left, above the abyfs, is reprefented 
a tortoife, on which a fnake refls his tail, 
bearing Murto (or the earth) on his head.— 
Brum and Birmab are habited alike ; and 
are each figured with four heads and four 
arms. — ^The three primary beings, are fup- 
pofed in the pofture of adoration, to be re- 
ceiving the commands of the Eternal one, 
touching his projedted new creation j and the 
other figures ex pi efs the /Arre gradations of 
the work, namely the beginning, the progrefs, 
and completion -f-. 

* Spirit OX ejfifici of the Eternal one; vide Intro- 
dudiion to the iourth chapter* 

1 Vide Plate N‘* I. 
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Notwith- 
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Notwithilanding the lagacious reader, 
a bare reference to the marginal notes which 
we have affixed to the text of Bramab^ will 
readily conceive the fpirit of the allegory 
contained in it ; yet as fomp palTages of it 
requires a further explanation than could be 
huddled into a note, we will j^dd the whole 
interpretation of it under one connected 
view. 

c 

The Eternal one having determined on 
the creation of the univerfe, like a fupreme 
wife architect, he retired for a fpace to pro- 
je£b his flupendous plan, and prepare his 
materials. — He was oppofid in the operation 
by the difcordt confufion and tumult of thft 
elements that compofe the ahfi of J boale \ 
— he feparatcd, fubdued, brought them under 
fubjeSliont and prepared them to receive his/ 
intended impreffions. — He exerts his tbree^ 
great attributes, to create^ preferve^ or dejlroy^ 
which arc figuratively rcprefcnted by the three 
primary created beings — His fpirit floats upon 
the furface of the abyfs of JioaJe, or fluid 
matter, — Creation takes place. — Birmab (or 
Creation) is reprefented with four heads and 
four arms to denote ihcpovjer of God in the aift 
Si£cttiX\oii.—BiJlnoot,bepreJerver\% transformed 
into a mighty boar, emblematically fignifying 
the frength of God in the ail of creation,-— 

The 
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The tortoife myftically denotes the flahility 
and permanency of the foundation of f&e 
earth, and the fnake the 'wifdom by which 
it is fupported, Thefe latter operations arc 
given to Biftnoo. becaufe the earth was the 
grand prinbiple or parent, from whence be 
was to dr^wihe means for the prsfervotion 
of the future animal creation, defined fot 
the prifons of the rebellious Debtab ; a work 
which we may gather from Bramah's text, 
was referved for the hand of God bimfelf, 
as they were to be endued with rational 
powers. — It may be afkcd why Brum, is 
reprefented floating, particularly on a beetle 
leaf? To this we can only reply, that the 
plant is deemed facred amongft the Gentoos, 
it*s culture is made under the aufpices of 
the Sbaftah, and inftruftibn of the Bramins; 
Unclean perfoiis arc prohibited entering into a 
beetle garden, as the approach of any impu* 
rity is pronounced fatal to the plant, in the 
of its growth* 

To conclude this general head — How far 
Homer, Virgil, Lucretius, Ovid, Lucian, &c. 
have in their conceptions of the creation, 
(by means of the Egyptians ) built on, and 
availed themfclves of the Ample cofmogony 
of Bramah, we leave the learned and curious 
to trace. — Although in faft, it is obvious, 

1 7 . that 



( “6 ) 

that this ancient fage, aimed at no other 
folution of that (lupendous and incompre- 
henlible adt, than to inculcate, that the uhi^. 
verfe was produced by the ejfence and vo- 
luntary ^ower, Jlrengtb and mfdom of God. 
That it is preferved and fuftained by ori- 
ginal conflituent powers imprelfcd on it by 
the Deity, and that it is liUble to change 
and dilTolution, at his divine pleafure and 
will. 


^ End of the Fifth Chapter. 
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CHAP, VI. 

7be Gentoo manner of computing I'ime, and 
their conception of the age of the univerfe, 
and the* period of its dijjolution. 

[From Bramah’s Char^ah Bhade, ■ in the fup- 
' plem^nc to his Birmahah.] 

C I X T Y nimicks, or winjes of the eye, 
ITiake one pull. 

Sixty pullst make one gurree. 

§ixty gurreesy make one complete day, or 
one day and one night. 

Three hundred and fixty-five complete days 
and fifteen gurrees make one folar year. 

The Gentoos divide the cpmplete day into 
.'ight parts, to which they give the term 
paart commencing their day at fix in the 
morning j — thus ek paar dbcen * equals our 
nine in the morning ; duapaar dheeuy our 
noon ; teenpaar dbeen, our three afternoon ; 
Cbaarpaar dheen, our fix in the evening 
the divifions of the night are difiinguifhed 
the W'ord rhaat (night) in place of 

^ Literally, one part of day* 

I 3 dbeeny 
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IS ek paar. rbaaf, equals our nine 
night } and (o on. ' 

It is the province of the Bramim in this 
country to keep the account of time, and 
there is no Gentoo of didindbion but retains 
in his houfe and on his journeys one o^ 
thefe time keepers, whpie intire bu^neis it is 
to regulate time, and Hrike the gurrees as 
they pafs, on the GBong, an extended fheet 
of copper, which yields the found of ^ 
ibiemn bell. . 

Bramah nneafuresfpace or duration of time, 
from the creation of the Dunneaboudabt or 
univerfe, by the revolutions of the four 
f agues, ' 


Years. 

The fitft age, or Suttef yogue» "% 

contains thirty-two lac years i ^,200,009 
of vulgar time, or 4 ' 

The fecond age. or fifta > . joo.ooo 
gue, fixteen lac, or S * j 

The third aw, dr ijtaa/war'l • goo.ooo 
yogue, eight lac, or * ' 

The fourth age, or Kolee Jo* » 

■ g«r, four lac, or 1 

6,opo,ooo 
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JLkutter (feventy one) revolutions of the four 
y agues make one Munnuntur of vulgar time, 
or years 426,ooo»ooo. 

(The word Munnuntur^ is in this place 
flridlly applied by Bramah to /pace of time^ 
but it is by him frequently uled with a re^ 
Crofpedt (^gnification to the a<^t of ereation, 
and is fometimes given as an additional name 
to Birmaht as Birngab Munnuabt alluding 
to the creation being the rcfult of thought 
and meditaty:)n j — the word, as we before re- 
marked in a marginal note, fprings from 
Mon^ or Mun^ thought, refledliun; Munnoo 
l^ogue^ the people of thought, or contem- 
plation. -^The compilers of the Aught orrab 
^hade derive the word Munnuntur from 
Munnuabot Munnooab, whom (by perverting 
the tenfe of Bramah) they make to be the 
fabulous pcrfonal offspring of Birmab, and 
report mighty feats of his prowefs in war, 
,'*gainfl Moifafoor, and his adherents.) 

When Bramah defeended to promulge 
the written law and commands o^the £ter«> 
nal ONE to the Gaitoos, he at the fame time 
(namely, the beginning of the prefent 
Kalee Jogue *) declared, *•* from the regijlcrs 

f Vide Incrodudlion to the fotfrth chapter. 

1 4 . of 
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of SurgOt that the Dunneaboudab^ was then 
entering into the eighth revolution of the 
four 'JogueSf in the fecond Munnuntur.y. 
confequently, according to Bramah's account, 
(and if our calculation be right) the precife 
age of tbist and the other fourteen planets 
of the univerfe, amounted to, at that •period, 
four hundred' and (ixty eight millions of years. 
And if we fubftrad: the 4866 years, which 
have elapfed fince the^ defcent of Bramaby 
we (hall find the remainder of the Kolee 
yogue will be 359,134 years? at the ex- 
piration of which, Bram^ pronounced and 
prophecied, that the patience and forbearance 
of the Eternal one would be withdrawn 
from the delinquent Debtaby and dellrudlion 
by fire fall upon the eight regions of pu- 
nifhment, purgation and probation 

In the lupplement to his Birmahah, 
Bramah likewife taught, that the Boboon 
of MurtOt had undergone three remarkable 
changes, and would undergo three more, 
before its final diffolution in common with 
the other feven Baboons ; but he fpecifies not 
of what nature tbofe changes were y or would 
be j — he alfo declares, that after a long 
** f pace y a fecond new creation will take place ; 
but of what kindy or on what principles it 
-f- Vide towards the dole of the fifth fefiion. 

“ would. 
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f* would be conjlrubledi was only known to the, 
** Eternal one.” 

The cauCb of the fuperditious veneration 
paid by the Gentoos to the numericals one 
and TH REE baSf we conceive, been obvious 
to the difeerning reader as he travelled thro’ 
thefe ih^ets.-rrrlt is remarkable, that a Gen-: 
too never gives or receives an obligation for 
an even fum j if ,he borrows or lends a 
hundred, a thoufand, or ten thoufand ru> 
|:^es, the q{}ligation runs for a hundred and 
a thoufand and oncy ten thoufand and 
onet &c. The Mahommedans, in conformity 
only, have generally adopted this cuilom ; 
hence it was, that the revenues (lipulated 
to he paid annually by Soujah Khan into 
the royal treafury, were one khorore, one lac, 
$ne thoufand, one hundred, and one rupee. 


T^bc End of the Sixth Chapter. 
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CHAP. vir. 

Of the Gentoo Fafis, and F^ivals, &c: 

fFrotn the Chatah and Aughborr^ Bhade 
Shailaha.] 


JNTRODUCTI.ON. 

A S the Geijtoo year begins the firft of 
Aprils we will trace their holy days 
as they fall in turn from that day, premifing 
that the word Oupofs fignihes ^ fad. Pur- 
tup a feaft, and Poojab worlhip, but when 
accompanie4 with an offering, it is then 
called Birto Payab.-—PooJak is aUb fbmey 
times ufed to fignify the sltsr on which they 
offer. 

The Gentoo holy days are guided by the 
courfe and age of the moon, and generally 
take their denomination from that, or fron| 
the religious duties that are enjoined on thofe 
particular days, wd fometimes from both. 

6 Their 
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Their ofFerings confift of fruits* fume par» 
ticular facred plants* and flowers* powdered 
fugar* fait, meal* and different kinds of grain. 

Firft Holy Day. Oupofi. 

Okhuij Tertea, falls on the third 
day of the new moon in Aprilt and is de- 
dicated 10 the giving almt and benefadions 
to the BraminSj as the word Okbuij imports. 

— ^This day is alfojordained fpr making theAp^ 
Gentoo pickle called Kojfuniee^ made only on 
this day* by the wives of the Bramint ; it 
is compofed of green mango’s* tamarind* 
pmflard feed, and fcefh muftard feed oil; 
it is deemed a holy pickle, and the only onq 
the Genioos ufe with their food. 

Second. Oupofi. 

PooRNEMEE *f*i f^ii^ on the full moon 
in April, and is ftridtly ordained for wafh- 
ing and purifying in the river Ganges, and 
bir diilributing charity. 

Third. Oupofi Poojah-^Purrup, 

Orum II SusTEE, falls on the fixth day 
of the new moon in and is dedicated Max. 
to the goddefs Sufee, the goddefs of gene- 

f Purab, full. 

I Oriiff, the mtrmnijlar, often ufed to exprefa the 
dawn if do). 

ration. 

. » ^ 
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ration, who is worfliipped when the morning 
Jiar appears, cr at dawn of day, for the. 
propagation of children, and to remove 
barrennefs. — On this day prefents are ufu- 
aliy made by the parents to their fons in 
Jaw, and the day end? with a purrup or 
feaft. 


Fourth. Purrupt at night Poojab. 

Dussarrau, as the word imports, falls 
pn the tenth day of the new moon in May ; 
it is dedicated to the God Gunga. the God 
of the GangeSf who is fabled to have arrived 
on earth on this day of the moon, and in 
this month-^it is alfo dedicated to the God- 
dels Moonjkee Tagooran *, Qoddefs of fnajtes, 
and fabulous daughter of Sieb, 

F ifth . Qtipojs - Poojab^ 

PooRNCMEE falls on the full moon, in 
Mayt and is dedicated to ^aggernaut^ (ly- 
nonimon? with Bijinoo.) Tbisday i? otbcryvifc- 
called from the duty enjoined on it, the «S'<- 
nan ff Jattrat, or general wajliing in the 
Ganges — and it is almoU incredible*to think 
the iminenle multitude of every age and fex 
that appears oh both lides of the riv^r, 

• Tagiioran^ prieftefs, fometimes goJdefs. 

t Sinarty bathing. 

j Jaitray literally (igniiies a dance of many, 

throughout 
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throughout it’s whole courfe, at one and 
the fame time. 

Sixth. Qupofs-Purrup. 

Rhott J4TTRA, falls on the fccond 
day of the hew mpon in June ; it is dedicated 
to Juggernaut and Bijlnoo. — On this day 
the Rbutt, or triumphal car of Juggernaut ^ 
is carried forth about a mile, reds, and is 
returned on the nin(h day of the moon. — 
From the feventh day of the moon to the 
tenth, both inclufive, is the Umboobissee ;junc. 
during which fpace, the earth is left to* 
her purgations^ and neither plough, fpade^ 
or any other indrument of tillage, permitted 
to moled her.— The term Umboobissee, 
which needs no further explanation, is ap> 
plied to women under the famecircumdances. 

Seventh. Qupofs, 

Syon t Ekkadussee, as the lad word 
iiHports, falls on the eleventh day of the 
new moon in June^ and is a folemn fad. 
Juggernaut (or Bijlnoo) is fabled to Jleep for 
four months i>>-which only figniBes that 
the rainy leafon about this time fctting in for 
four months, the care of Bifinoo (the pre> 

t flcep, repofe. 


fcrver) 
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ierver) is Aifpended, as immaterialj the raini 
fccuring their crops of grain. 

Eighth. Ou^. 

PooRNEMEE, as the word imporfi, falls 
dh the full moon in yunCt and is dedicated 
to wafiiing in the Ganges^ and cbiirity to the 
Bramim. 


Ninth, bupofs. 

Duadussee, as the word fignlhes, falU 
on the twelfth day of the new moon iii 
Julyt and is devoted to wathing in the 
Cangest and giving alms. 

Tenth. Oupofs-Burtup, 

EkKADUSSEE, TeRADUSSEE> CllOWTA- 
niissEE and Poornemee, the eleventh, 
thirteenth, fourteenth, of the new moon in 
fufyi to the Pecrnemee or full incluflve, 
are dedicated to the Joolna Jattra of X/'A 
fen Tagoor j but thefe are not diredlcd by .:nc 
Shaft ah t and are only obferved by the Gen- 
tm of the Kettery tribe. 

Eleventh. Oupofs. 

JuRMO t Oostoomee falls on the elghtii 
day after the full, or twenty>third day of 


fhe 


f Jwntty nativity. 
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the moon in July^ and is dedicated to the 
birth of Kijjen Jagoor^ who is fabled to 
have then del'cended for the dcAruif^lion of 
Kunkfoo Rajah, a famous OJJ'oor and tyrant. 

It is obferved as a foleran faft. 

Twelfth. Purrup. 

Lukee -j- Pocjah falls on the find Ihurf- 
day in the month,, of Auguji-, the is the 

Goddefs of all kinds of grain, andisAugaft. 
fabled to be the wife of Bijlnoo, the preferver', 
flic is worlhippcd at this time on the coming 
in the Paddy, the name given to rice in the 
bulk.— The day concludes with a fcaft. 

Thirteenth. Purrup. 

Unnunto Birto, falls on the fourteenth 
day of the moon in Auguft, and is dedicated 
to Bijlnco with the epithet of Unnunto, or 
the unknown ; an offering of grain is made 
to him, and the day concludes with a 
fe^. 


Fourteenth. Oupofs. 

Arukdah Poojah falls on the thirtieth 
day of Auguji, and is dedicated to Moonfhee 
1‘agooran (the feminine of Tagoor) Goddefs 
of fnakes.’— — The precife interpretation of 
Arundah we have loll, and will not impofe 
^ Lulut, plrnty, affluence. 


on 
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prt our readers.—Although this day is a faH-, 
it ends in a fcafl: of the new rket boiled 
early, and eaten cold', to which eilcntiat 
circumftaoce we think the word Arundab, 
given to this Poojab, alludes ; but we are 
not pofitive. 

Fifteenth. Purrup. 

t)RUGAH PoojAH falls OD thc fcventh 
day of the new moon' in September, and 
continues the eighth and ninth. The 
eighth is obfervcd as a fall by thofe who 
have no children . — ibit is the grand general 
feaft of the Gentoos, ufually vifited by all 
Septem. Europeans, (by invitation) who are treated 
**“* by the proprietor of the feaft with the 
fruits and flowers in feafon, and are enter- 
tained every evening whilft the feaft iafts, 
with bands of fingers and dancers.— This 
Goddefs is the flrft in rank and dignity, and 
the moft adllve of all the fabulous deities of 
the Augbtorrah Bbade, and is ftiled the 
wife of Sieb, dejlroyer, the third of the 
three pritnarycreated beings. She as often 
ftiled Bowannee *|*, as Drugab ;{l ; and fre- 
quently Bouannee Drugab: the caufe of her 
defcent is thus derived:— God having ap- 
pointed Endeer || and his defendants uni- 

t Ftrftvmng, t Ftrtiu* | Ctubuft. 

verfal 
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v<rrral Rajabs of the world, the appointment 
was illy brooked by Moifafoor ♦ j he there- 
upon drew together his adherents, and waged 
war againft Endeer and his defcendants, who 
were at laft in the Duapaar Jogue obliged 
to fly, and leave the government of the 
world to Moifafoor } which proved the 
fource of savages, murders, and confufion. 
•^Endeer^ and his few adherents, were 
confined to a final 1 portion of the world, 
from whence, in compafllon to mankind, 
they with pi^ty and Humility petitioned the 
three primary created beings to implore 
the Eternal one to redrefs the grievunces 
refulting from the ufurped power of Moija- 
Jbor. — ^The three beings interceded, and ob- 
tained permiflion that Bowannee Drugab 
ihould defeend on the earth, for the deft ruc- 
tion of Moifafoor and his adherents, which 
the Gentoos are taught to believe fhe will 
in the end effed, and finally refiore the 
government of the world to Endeer and his 
defcrqdants, according to the firfl intention 
of the Eternal one. Hence was the Dru- 
gab Poojai infiituted, during which the 
Supreme Being is invoked, through her me- 
diation, to haflen that wilhed-for period.^ 
The allegory in the foregoing recital is fo 
plain by a reference to the marginal notes, 
* EwL 

Fart II. K that 
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thdt we will not affront the underftandln^ 
of our readers by offering an explanatiu^i, 
although we dial] illuidrate it further when 
w'c give a particular interpretation of the 
plate N® 2. 


Sixteenth. Piirrup. 

Dussumee, or the tenth day pf the new 
moon in September, when the ima*ge of 
Dr VGA It is caft into*the Ganges, with the 
univerfal acclamations of the people, and is 
faid to be returned to her liufband Sieb. Pu- 
rification by wafhing in tire Ganges on this 
Aay is flridly enjoined. 

Seventeenth. Oupofs. 

Lukee Poojaii falls on the full moon 
in September, on which fhe is worfliipped 
all night, during which nothing is drank 
but the water of the coco nut. 

Eighteenth. Oupofs. 

Kalleka, Kalkee C)V KaJIce Pooja^ , (for 
they arc fynonimous) falls on thtf'laft day 
of the moon in September. Tins goddefs is 
w’orfliipped all the night of that day uni- 
vcrfally, but in a more particular manner at 
Kallce Ghat, about three miles fouth of Ca!^ 
cutta ; an ancient Pagoda dedicated to her 
there, ftands clofe to a finall brook;, which 
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*s by the Bramim deemed to be the original 

Cburfc of the Ganges. The parts of the 

Gentoo Goddefs (like the parts of fome mo- 
dern faints) are worfliipped in various parts 
of Indoftiint her eyes at Kallee Ghaty Jier 
head at Bana>as, her hand iX Bindoohuud % 
but where the rcipains of her are diftributed 
has efcaped our memory *. — Site takes her 
name from her ufual habiliment, whicli is 
i/acky and is freque..tly called the ^/ack God- 
defs ; Kallee is the common name for ink. — 
She is fablecko have fprung, completely armed, 
from the eye of Drugab, at a time when flic 
was hard prefTcd in battle by the tyrants of 
the earth -f-. — —On this fad, worfliip and 
offerings ate paid to the manes of dcceafcd 
ancejiors. Befides the lafl: mentioned annual 
cuftom, every Gentoo keeps the anniverfary 
of their father’s death, in fading and wor- 
fltip to his manesy which is called Baap ka 
^urraadX . — It is worthy remark (by th" by") 
that in all DreonJIdre, the word Kallee ex- 
profles black or fmut : why the fame com- 
bination'. of letters fliould convey the fame 
idea to people lo far removed from each 
other, we leave the curious to account for. 

Plitie 3. 

f 'rUe various heads which appear fcattcreJ over 
the pKite, ihe many tyrants and monfterb 

flew ill ctmjuiidiion wirh Drupah* 

:J iiiKreJ fu thi Juliet* 

K 2 
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Nineteenth. Purrup, ' 

Raas J Jattra, falls on the full 
moon in Oilober^ and is continued to th» 
fe venteenth of the moon ; it is dedicated to Kif- 
fen Tagoor Kettry. — This fea^ is univerfally 
obferved, but in a mod: extraordinary man> 
ner celebrated at Bindodbund$ in comme- 
oaober. moration . of a marvellous event 'which is 
fabled to have happened in the neighbour- 
hood of that place.— -A. number of virgins 
met to celebrate, in mirth and fports, the 
defeent of Ki^n || : in the heighth of their 
joy, the God appeared amongft them, and 
propofed to them a dancer to which they 
objeded, as they were many, and be but 
one; to obviate this objedion, he divided 
himfelf into as many Kijjins as there were 
virgins, who immediately entered into a circu- 
lar dance with them, as reprefented in the 
plate 4. In the centre circle he is repre- 
fented Aanding in a difengaged attitude, at- 
tended by the nymphs Nundee and Bring- 
bee (joys and fports) who are making him 
offerings of flowers and fruits. 

Twentieth. Oupofu 

Kartik Poqjab fails on the lad day of 
the moon in Oblober.-— This divinity is fabled 
to be the youngeft Ton of Moifoor (or Sieb) 
t A oVv4r. I Plate N« 4. 


and 
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and Drugab ', he is worfliippcd on this day 
by thofe who have not been bieiTed with 
children, and man and woman are enjoined 

ft ftridl faft. The word Kariti, ftridly 

means conjecration, hence this divinity is faid 
to be the invifible guardian, and fuperinten- 
dant of the Gentoo Pagodas. The word alfo 
fometimes fignifies holinefs. The month ‘of 
OSlober takes its name from him, becaufe 
in this month the Pagodas are generally con- 
fecrated. 


Twenty-firft. Putrup. 

Novono -j* is celebrated on the lirft 
lucky ^hurjday in Novembery on thc' firft 
coming in of the new grain of thc fecond 
crop > the lucky Tburjday is fixed in a con- '' 
fultatipn of Braminsy and is a general feafi. 

Twenty- fecond. Oupofs-Purrup, 

Lukee Poojah falls on the firft Tburf- 
day in the month of Decembery on getting 
in all the new harveft, when this favorite 
Godoc^s of the Gentt>os receives a folemnDecem- 
thankfgivmg for all the bleflings of the**®'* 
year ; the day is pafted in falling, worlhip, 
walhing and purifying in the Ganga-, at 
night they feaft, 


t New rut. 


Twenty- 
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Twenty-third. Purrup. 

Lokee Poojah Sankrantee * faHs 
on the laft day in December, when this 
Godilefs is again worlhipped as on the latt 
mentioned holy-day, excepting the faft. On 
this day bread is diltributed in alms, ac- 
cording to every one’s ability. 

Twenty-fourth. Purrup, 

Seeree Punchem’^e falls on the fifth 
day of the new moon in yanur.ry, and i? 
dedicated to Surfuttee the Gentoo God- 
defs of arts, and letters. — She is fabled to 
be the daughter of Birmab and Birmaanee. 

Jinuary. The Koyt Cojl, or tribe of writers, are 
prohibited the ufe of pen and ink on this 
fefiival, •which arc corifecrated to her for the 
day, and a ceffation is put to bufmefs of 
every kind . — Seeree fortune, fuc~ 

cefs, and is the JirJi word of every epiftolary 
correlpondence in the Gentoo language. 

Twenty-fifth. Birto. 

Or UN Oodee, {| SuPTiMER, fdlson the 
feveiuh day of the new moon in yanuary, 
and is called Soorjee Poojah, or nvorjhip to the 


* SunhiinUt fignifics the laft day in every month, 
t htvintion^ contrivanci^ ingenuity ^ genius, 

I Rijhg of the dawn, 

Jttai 
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yt{n ; to whom offerings are made- of peculiar 
dowers in the Ganges. 

Twenty-fijfth. Oupofs. 

Biiim Ekadussee falls on the eleventh 
day of the new moon in "January j the day 
is dedicated to Kiffen^ and commemorates 
the abdinf nee of BLim^ a voracious Eater^ 
who faded on this day ; he is called the 
brother of JiidiJleen. Bhim is the common 
name of reproach for a Glutton^ but who 
this Judifleen is, or what the occult meaning 
and real lignihcation of this fad, has flipped 
our memory, and we will not fubflitutc aity 
interpretation that is not warranted by our 
materials, or from our certain and char 
knowledge. 

T vvcnty.feventh. Oupofs, 
PooRNEMEE, or thc full moon in January^ 
is dedicated to Bijinooj the cf^crijher.-^- ~ ■ - 
Fading, wafliing and alms, 

\ Twenty-eighth. Oupofs. 

SiEBK ITEER, ChowturduJjeetOX lYiC four- 
teenth after thc full, falls on thc twenty- 
ninth day of the moon in January, and is 
dedicated to Sieb^ thc deftroyer, who is wor- 
(hipped with fading, offerings, and prayer 
all the night, as the additional rateer annexed 
to the title of this holy-day imports. 

K 4 Twenty- 
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Twenty-ninth. Oupfs. 

Govindussee falls on the twelfth day 
of the moon in Frhruary, and is dedicated 
Feb;uary. to B^jlnco the Comforter^ as the word Gt'u//;, 
or Govindu (ignihes, and is one of the many 
appellativ es given to the fecond of the three 
primary created perfons, and he is worfhipped 
on this day with fading, prayer, fee. 

Thirtieth. Purrup. 

Dole -[• Jattea falls on the Poornemee 
or fall moon in February^ and is facred to 
Kiffen Tageor. On this feaft day it is that 
the Gentcos cad the powder of a certain red 
flower, called Faagt on all they meet j but 
whence this cudom, or for what caufe this 
fead was flrd indituted| has efcaped us. 

Thirty- fird. Oupofs. 

Barranee Jattra, or Modco.Kiftva X 
^iradhjffe (the thirteenth after the fnlH fpMc 
on the twenty-eighth day of the moon in 
February: if this falls on a Saturday, n is 
called Barranee, and if the dar Satof BiJab 
is then on the meridian, it is called Mabab. 
Barran e ; and again, if the dar Si^ho Jogue 
is in conjundion with Satoo Bijfabt it is 

f a drum. 

X KJftv^ arc fynonimous with but 

allude 10 differenr uttribuces. 

then 
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then called • Mahab Mabab Barranee. 
n n - T hefe conjunctions are uncertain, but 
v/hen they happen, it is deemed a moft • 
holy day, and is obferved by univerlal 
purification in the Ganges, and worOiip and 
offerings to Soorjee, or the fun. It fell out 
laft on the twenty-eighth of February^ 

1759, — As we have loft the precife mean- 
ing and etymology of the word Barranee, 
and confefs ourfelves ignorant of the aftro- 
nomy of the Bramtm, we will not attempt 

explanation of this faft. 

Thirty-two. Oupofs-Purrup, 

Lukee Poojah falls on the firft fburf 
Jay in March, when this goddefs is wor- March, 
ihipped univerfaliy, and thanked for all the 
productions of the earth, all being brought 
forj^h by this time. 

Thirty-fecond Purrup. 

DpRGAH Poojab, and Bhafuntee ;{; Poojah, 
falls, on the feventh day of the new moon 
in Match, and continues the eighth, ninth 
and tenth— on the laft, her image is caft into 
the Ganges. This feaft is inftituted for the 

♦ Af^ great. 

f The end, final, ftnelufive, alluding to this being 
^js laft feaft of the year, preceding the Gentaa Lent. 

fame 
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fame purpofes as the other grand one, but- 
oot with that parade'and univerfality. 

Thirty-third. Oupofs. 

Sieb, or Sunnias * Poojah^ is from the 
firlT: to the thirtieth of March^ with only 
a (hort fufpenfion during the Jerm of the 
Durgab Poojab above-mentioned — T he Sun~ 
nias Poojabt is theGr«/<5.5 Lent; their penan- 
ces, mortitications, and fetf corporal puniA;.. 
meats, have been, fo often deferibed, we 
will not particularize any of them. The 
Ckurruck -f-, . or day of falls on 

the thirtieth. From this penance the three 
carts, or tribes, of BraminSf Bsdees and 
KoytSy are exempted by the Augktorrab 
Shade \ and, in fa<fi, none but the very loweft 
of the people 'go through any of the pub- 
lick jicnances ; but, every cart; falls and 
worfliips the twenty-ninth, the d.ty preccd- 
ir.g the Churruck . — This folemn fati is dedi- 
cated to Siebt or Aloideb, or AToifoor, the 
Mutilator^ and averter of evil ; through 
whom, at' this feafon, the Eternal one is 
invoked, to defend them Irom the influence 
of Moifajoor and his adherents, and avert 

• Penitents^ i I.iterally a JVhed — ■ 

but the circle which the penitent deferibes in fwing- 
ing round has given it this app:fllacion. 

X Bydeesy the tribe that profefs the praflicc of 
phyfick. 

the 
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the final doom pronounced againft the de- 
linquent Debtah. 

There is a feftival inftitiited to Rhaant, the 
protestor which is entitled the Ruaam 
Jattra, byt the preciie time of it’s cele- 
bratiixi we have utterly forgot. — Rbaavi is 
anothcE.of the multitude of names, or rather 
attributes, given to Bijho, the prejerver. 

How far the origin of the falls, feftivals, 
terms, &c. of the Egyptians, Greeks and 
Latins, may be traced trom the CLatah and 
Aiightorrah Bhade Sbajlahs, we fubmit 
and recommend to -the elucidation of our 
learned readers, who will be the better en- 
abled to make fuch an enquiry from what 
follows. 


Explanation of the Elate or Reprefentation 
fl/' the Gentoos grand feajl of the Drugab. 

Plate N» a. 

The reprefentation of tlie Drama in this 
grand Gentoo feall will, we doubt not, appear 
genuine to many thoufands now in England, 
as it is a fight that few who have vifited 
Bengali have not indulged themfelves with ; 
and we may take the liberty of faying, that 
but very few amongft the multitude who 

have 
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have feen it could form the fmalleft: judg- 
ment of it’s intention or fignificationi to 
thefe, therefore, we flatter ourfelves it will 
afford fome pleafure, the having a fubje£i 
explained to them, on which they have 
often looked with pity and amazement ! 
bccaufe they did not underAand it. — 7 ’he 
intention of this feaft we have already given 
in it’s proper place, to which the reader may 
advert, under the title of Drugah Poojah 
N® 15. and fhall now proceed to the ex- 
planation of the chief perfonages in the plate. 

The center and principal hgure is Dru- 
gah or Virtue j fhe is reprefented, with ten 
arms, defeending on a dragon— my Aically 
fhewing the power and irrcQAable force of 
virttUy when exerted with vigor. — She is 
crowned, one of her hands is armed with a 
/pear, and fhe is environed with a fnake — 
with another hand fhe binds Moifafoor (or 
Evil) with a fnake , and kills him b) th. ail- 
ing her fpear through his hearty thereby 
implying that Virtue's fafeft and fureft guard 
againft vice or evil is wifdom, of whfch the 
fnake y as before obferved, is the fymbol. — 
The battles * faid to have been fought be- 
tween Endeer -f-, and Moifafoor in which 
the latter generally proved vidlorious, withi- 

• Vide Drugah Poojuh^ fifteenth. 

\ Good, £viL 


out 
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cut the afliftance of Drugab Bowannee, or 
per/evering virtue, implies that m'iral evil 
.can only be fuccefsfully combated therewith. 
— ^The ravages, murders, and confuilon, which 
are faid to be the confequences in the worJd 
of the flight of Eudeer and viftory of Moi- 
fafoor *, ernblematically fignify the fatal 
and natQral ctfe<f(s of vice or evil trium- 
phant, which muft neceflarily be attended 
with deftruilive fccAes of violence. — Hence, 
Moifatbor is fabled to have transformed 
himfelf, after his vidlory, into a mad buffota, 
the fymbol of ungovernable ra>^e, whofe head 
is fecn in the annexed plate lying at the feet 
of Drugab. — Although Moijdfoor in the 
plate appears to be (lain by Drugafj, yet this 
aft is only a prophetic reprefentation of the 
death and dedruftion he will in the end 
fuffer by her hand, when Endeer lhall be 
reftored, and Good be predominant in the 
world again and triumph over Moifafoor or 
Evil. — Endeer being appointed by God uni- 
verfal Rajah of the world, myilically points 
out his benevolent intentions, ti)at it Hiould 
be governed by goodnefs and piety, and the 
allegory’ is as obvious where Moifafoor is 
faid illy to brook the appointment -f*. 

On the right of Drugab are reprelented 
the figures of Sieb, b^r hufband, and of 

* Vide Drugab Poojab, t Vide Drugab Poojab. 

z Lukee, 
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Liikect the gotlJcfs of grain.- — F/ub is fitting 
on a iL'hite l>u/l, the fymbol of purity and 
dominion ; he is environed witli a fnako, 
holding in one hand a T>imihoor 'j-, and ini 
the other a Singce if, mufical inflruments in 
ufe at all the Gcntoo fcfiivals ; allegorically 
pointing out that VVifdom is the moil effec- 
tual aver/cr of fr;7, and that m’-rth, joy and 
gladnefs, are the natural cffldts of it’s being 
averted from us. 

The goddefs hukee is reprefented fland- 
ing in an eafy attitude i ihe is crowned with 
cars of grain, and is encircled by a plant 
bearing fruit, which pafles through both her 
hands, the root of which is under her feetj 
fhe (as all the fuperiour Getifoo divinities are) 

is environed by a fnakc. The meaning 

conveyed by this figure is fo obvious it needs 
no explanation. 

Underneath the figure of Sieb is repre- 
iented the divinity named Ghunnis - 
He has no peculi.^r day of worfhip inflituted 
in honor of him, for this manifeft rcafun, 
becaufe all the addrefi'es, offerings and w'or- 
fhip, which are made to the fupreme, and 
fuperior beings are preferred through his 
mediation, aim promoted by a prior o^ering 

f A f mall drum, J A mufical horn, 

j| Pu?zty^ or Jinctrity cf heart. 


and 
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and worlhip paid to him ; fo that he may 
■be properly iUled the God of offermgs. — He 
is fiibled to be the firft born of Moifocr (or 
Sieh) and Drugah ■, all worlliip and offerings 
being made through him, my^cally iignifics 
that purity and Jincerity of heart mufl; be 
the fource from whence the Deity is invo> 
ked. — He is reprefented with four arms, fil- 
ing on an altar, environed with a fiiake, and 
with the head of a njskite elephant^ the fym- 
bols of purity i richet and dominion or jlrengtb, 
which, the Gentoos fay, includes every 
blcfiing, and cannot be jufily and properly 
acqXiired but by pure and fincere adts of 
devotion to God, and good works to man 
and his fellow creatures. — His four arms 
are only reprefentative of the power, force and 
efficacy of fincerity in worfhip and prayer. 

On the left of Drugah is reprefented the 
figure of Surfuttee, the Gentoo Goddefs of 
arts, letters and eloquence, fo fully deferibed 
under the feaft called Seeree Punchumee 
(twenty-fourth.) In the plate, (he appears 
environed with a fnake, fianding in a care- 
lefs, difengaged pofture, holding in her 
hands a reed, of which the writing pens 
are ufually made. 

On the left of Surfutlee is reprefented 
the idol of Rhaam, the protetflor of em- 

1 
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pirestftateit and property, already explained * 
— In the plate, he is figured crowned, eh->* 
circled with a ftiake, and riding upon 
monkey ; in his left hand he holds a bow, 
and is reprefented in the attitude of havibg 
jufi difeharged an arrow from it. To under- 
iland this reprefentation, a ihort hifiorical 
recital becomes necefiary. — Kbiabocn -f-, the 
fubvertor of empires, ftates and property, is 
ever contrafied with Rba^m in the courfc of 
the Aughtorrab Bhade Sbajiah — This prime 
agent of Moife^oor is fabied to have run 
away with Si thee the wife of Rbaami 

and for the recovery of her, that book ex- 
Iiibits a long detail of furious battles fought 
between Rbaatn and Rbaaboon with various 
fuccefs ; myfiically painting the contentions 
that ever have fubfified in the world touch- 
ing empires and property, in general. Under 
thefe the ancient hiilory of Indojlan and it’s 
Rajaiis IS obi'curely couched. — In one of 
the moil: bloody of thefe battles, Rbaam 
being fore prefied, was obliged to call in as 
an auxiliary, Hoonmbon Prince of the mon- 
keys, by whole affiftance he routed Rbaaboon 
and recovered his wife— 5;Vi6fe ; implying 
only, that lawJefs force, muft be fometimes 

* Vide explanatior: of the Tirtah *Jogui, or fecond 
age, chap. 4. 

t Lau/Uj\ vitlemt. t Literally, property. 

combated 
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ConibAted with crafr, policy, and Aratagcrii, 
of which the monkey throughout InJojlati is 
the known emblem. — The laft mentioned 
battle is reprelcnitd in the plate mimbtr 5. 
where Jihaam appears ingaged with Rhaa- 
booti, and the attitude of RJjaam (in the 
plate of the I^ru^nh) as having difeharged 
the fatal ;^j'rov\s from the back of the mon- 
key, alludes to tl>af battle : in the plate 
5. RbiiMu is (}tpported by his bro- 
ther Lukkout or fortitude^ each encircled 
with fnakes ; zi'A Rh.iabcon (as he generally 
is) is reprcfcnted with ten arms, and as 
many heads of monUers, which intimate 

t\\e force oflawlefs tyranny and power. 

Although the eiiiblcmatic fenfe of the mon- 
key is fo obvious, yet the crafty Bramtns 
have ellablilhtd a belief tiiat Khaatn trans- 
formed himu-lf into, and is alwuiys prefent 
under that jerm j the people Iwullowcd the 
dclufioM ir; LuiV, and it is upon this 

principle, that numerous colleges of Butniius 
are fupportcti by the people tor the main- 
tainance of thole animals, near the groves 
where they uiiul’.y retort ; one ot lliini is 
at j^lmboab in the neighbourhood ot 
on the Gan^Ci — In tlic time of the 
"Jattra the Bruviiri. exhibit a kir.d of ti/. .1- 
trical mafque, wdiercin the many Hights, 
and clcapes ot and tiic various llra- 

tagems of RhaaLoon to retain Iter, and ot 
Part II. L Rh(U.tn 
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RLiani to recover her, with the final battlcv 
which gave him the repofleflion of her, are 
all thrown into adlion, and the dialogue 
taken from the Augbtorrab Bbade Sbajlab. 
We have been frequently prefent at this 
theatrical exhibition, and received much plea- 
furc and amufement; one circumftance at 
the conclufion is worth mentioning — when 
Rhaarn had recovered his wife Sitbee^ he 
refufes to cohabit with' her, until (he has 
given fomefignal proof, that the had fulFercd 
no contamination, or violation, during her 
abode with RJiaaboon ; on which (by an in- 
genious piece of machinery) Ihe pafles thro’ 
a fire, comes out unhurr, and then Rhaam 
wit!) raptures, receives her to his arms. 

Below the idol of Rhaam on the plate of 
t!)e Dmgiih, is tl)at of Kartik-, for the ex- 
planation of tliis faft, fee number twenty- 
tour. — He is reprefented, armed at all points 
for war, and riding on a peacock^ the Gentoa 
lyrnbol of pride and ojlentation^ intimating 
that thole qualities and vices of the mind 
mull be fubdued, as being previoufly necef- 
fary to the approach and admifiion into their 
Pagodas } he is armed as a guardian, capable 
of defending from violation the divinity with- 
in, wherever there is a congregation of idols, 
in a Tagoor Bbar*'ee *, his idol is placed 
* Literally a htup far divinitus. 

at 
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at the dcor, — A Gcmcn had within cur me- 
mory an only Ion dangeroully ill of a fever, 
he paid fulemn worfliip, vows and offerings, 
for his recovery, nor only to the gc/Jdefs of 
feversy but to all the other Gods, and Gocl- 
dell'es befides — His fon died — the father, 
frantic with grief and defpair, fallied out 
before (jUy, broke open a fugoor J^liin\r 
in a buzaar fouih of the town of Cciicutlay 
where Karttk beiug^ffhis guard and mingled 
with the other divinities — he cut all their 
heads off , his intention was to have pro- 
ceeded round the town (as he confcfled on 
examination) and to have decollated every 
God in all the fagoor bharries of the place, 
but the fecond he came to, Kartfk was 
upon his guard at the door, and prefenting 
his dart at him, brought him to his fenfes, 
and providentially faved the reft of his bro- 
ther divinities. 

Below the figures of Lukce and Sitrfutice 
ftand thercprelcntationof two divine nymphs, 
JdunJee joy, and Bringce fports j they are 
both encircled by fnakei, implying, thni 
joy and fports at all their ieftivals, ftiould 
be circumferibed by prudence and n'ijilom. 

On the right between Sieb and GLwmisy 
is reprefented a boat, in which Nundee and 
Bringee are carrying Drttgah to her huf- 
L 2 band 
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band Siebt a^ter ihe had been caft into th^ 
Ganges •, and in the copartment oppofite be- 
tween the fi;»urcs of Rhaam and Kartik, 
are reprefented cwo nymphs in a kind of 
threatning podure, advifing him to take 
better care of bis wife another time, and 
keep her at home. 

In the centre of the arch is reprefented 
Surfuttee and four female attendants, one 
prefenting to lier the pulniira leaf, the ori- 
ginal paper> another a piece of wax, the 
third an ink (laqd, the fourth a. pen, the 
ufe of which are all interdi<fled on her fef- 
tival, and made an offering to her.- — -The 
two end copartments KtiUee and Drugahy 
each engageci with two giants tyrants of the 
earth. — The other divilion of the ardi, ah 
lude to different paffages of the Aiightorrab 
Bbadey which have eicaped our memory. 

End of the Explanation of plate N® 2. 

As we referve the eighth chapter or gene- 
ral head, namely, tlie diflertation on the 
metempfyehofis,” for a third and lajl part 
of this work, there remains nothing more to 
clof'e this chapter, but to add a fhort recital 
of ihe genealogy of the Gentoo divinities, on 
which fubjeff, as our materials are few, we 
Oiall no% we fear, afford any great fatisfac- 
tion to the curious, as we are conhned to 

the 
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the properly of Birmih ^nd Birtfijn-’t' oi\]y. 
"I’he fabulous legend of the Augbtorrab 
Bbade fays. 

That (iod created three females, or alTo- 
ciates, for the three primary created heings. 
To Birmab he gave Birmaance, to Bijtuoo 
LukeCt and o Sieb Bowamice JJrugrJj. 

That to Birmab and Birmangce were 
born two fons, the elded named Ko/fiebmun- 
fjo't the youngeft Dookee Rajah ; the eldeit 
was governed by a pious and laudable fpirir, 
the youngeft by a vicious and turbulent one. 

Doakee Rajah had a daughter (but ho.v 
he came by her the legend fayeth not) 
named Ditbee, whom he married to his 
brother KuJ/iebrr.unaoa, and (he brought him 
a Ton, wliom he called K.MiF. er; he anil 
his dcLcndants, after the example of their 
father Ki-JjlebTnwuiG'j, were truely xirtuous, 
and obfervant of the laws of God, com- 
municated to them by Birmab and Bir- 
maancc. 

Dcokee Rijah had a fccond daughter, 
whom he called Odithce, who was alfo 
married to Kufjicbmunnoo, and flie hhewife 
brought him a fon, who was named Moi- 
SASooR ; he and his defeendant-, after the 
example of their grandfather Dsokec Rajah, 

flighting 
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flighting the precepts of Birmah and Bir-^ 
maantet became abandoned to every vice,= 
and contemners of the laws of God. 

All the benefit that accrues from the 
foregoing fhort recital of th^ progeny of 
Binnab and Birmaaneet is, that thus we 
find in Eudeer, and Maijiijoo'^t tjic roots 
from whence the dodlrine of two contending 
pdi'icipks in nature, Gsod^And Evii, fpriing ; 
til t this was the ground^work of all the 
do^ltrines of the Bramias, after they had 
loft fight of the flmple and fublime theology 
of the Cbartah Bbade of Brantab^ is beyond 
all controverfy ; as the whole tendency of 
the two later Bbades» exemplify the natural 
Inflory of thofe two contending principles 
in the human mindt and the concomitant 
cffe<Ss, they will have on //, and on the 
government of the worldt as they alternately 
happen to prefide — Hence the unceafing 
ftrugglcs and ccnfli£ls for fuperiority between 
Endeer and MoiJ'uJoor and their adherents, 
which fay the Bramins fubfifl: to this day } 
fo well founded, was the conjedlure of the 
learned and ingenious Mr. Bayht touching 
the great antiquity of the origin of the Ma~ 
ncchean dodfriue — nor is it at all improbable, 
that arch heretic Manes might have re^ 
ceived fome notions of this dodtrine front 
Uic tenets of the Bramins^ which he per- 

veric4 



( I5I ) 

verted to the worft and moft dan'jer'ous 
purpofes and opinions : — on the contrary the 
fimplicity, with which the doctrine is pro- 
fefled by the Gentcoi, ha* in it’s fclf (Init 
ctbcrii'ile in it’s confequenoBi) no llich nja- 
nifeft tendency ; although by their adherence 
to it, they feem utterly to forget the coidi- 
deration.of their original cxifience and de- 
linquency, and the merciful caufe of their 
eftabliflirnent, in the eight Bohoons of pu- 
nifliment and probation, as well as the laws 
and injunfflioni; r-f their proplut 
who obvioully reds the reftoration and fal- 
vation of the offending J^chtsh., upon tu'O 
fimple and plain conditions, a Jmccrc penitent 
impreJJiM qfiheir original sielin'juency j and an 
atonement by good 'iV'ifbs, according to the penoers 
of exertion, Kclich God annexed to their animal 
forms. — But it is net at all to be wondered 
at, that, they fliouid thus lofo fight of their 
dertCflon, as well as the 
means laid down for their fulvation ; wlien 
the ver}' fpirit of the fads and fedivals, and 
whole condudf of the drama of the Chatab^ 
and Augbtorrah Bhades, are relative only to 
the averting tlie evils of their prefent ex- 
iftcncc, without the fmallert retrofpetM to 
their firrt tranfgrcffion, or the means of 
atoning for it. — This is the fituation of. the 
bulk ?»f the people of Jndq/lan, as well as 
of the modern Bramm ) ameiigd tlic latter, 
5 if 
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it vvc .except one in a thouflind, we give 
them over inealarc ; the conl'cqucrice from 
Uici'a premif'es are obvious — the Genlcos in' 
geuerdlt are as eWenerate, crafty, fuperfti- 
tioiis, litigious aftn wicked a people, as any 
r^ce of , beings in the known world, if not 
eminently more fo, efpecially thecommon run 
Bramins •, and we can trutly aver, that 
during airnoll 6ve years, that we prclided in 
the judicial cutcherry court of Calcutta, never 
any murder, or other atrocious crime, came 
before us, but it w'as proved in the end, a 
Jiram:n was at the bottom of it: but then, 
the remnant of Bramins (whom wc have 
lufore excepted) who feclude thcmfclvcs 
from the coiumunications of the bufy world, 
in a philofophic, and religious retirement, and 
itricliy pur Cue the tenets and true fpirit of 
the Char tab Bhade rj' Bra mab, we may with 
equal truth and juflice propounce, are the 
purcjl models of genuine piety that ntno exijl, 
or can be found on the face of the earth.— 
Aiul now, my friends, and moft refpetffable 
readers, we will, with your permiliion, 
adopt one cutlom of the Gentoost and make 
an oileiing, for fopie lime at Icaft, of our 
pen, ink, and paper, to the goddefs Sun-r 

iU 1 TEH. 

"The End of the Second Part, 


Beenbam Iloufe, Berks, 
the III of Aiig. 1766. 



























